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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 25, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE 
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

WISHING ARNOLD HIGH SCHOOL 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT STU-
DENTS GOOD LUCK ON UPCOM-
ING ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
EXAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DUNN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to wish Mr. Ryan Ziem’s American 
Government students at Arnold High 
School the very best luck in their up-
coming advanced placement exam. I 
visited these students last fall, and I 
was impressed by their articulate ques-
tions and commitment to under-
standing our system of government. 

Of course, understanding our system 
of government means understanding 
the U.S. Constitution. It is the greatest 
gift left to us by the Founders, and it 
has stood the test of time. 

The success of the Constitution is 
due to its carefully designed system of 
checks and balances. By separating the 
powers of government into separate 
but equal branches and guaranteeing 
individual rights, the Constitution has 
been, as James Madison suggested, 
‘‘the guardian of true liberty.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wish-
ing these bright young students good 
luck on their AP exam and in their col-
lege applications. 

f 

CONFRONTING TRUMP ON ANTI- 
SCIENCE AGENDA AND TAXES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, last 
Saturday was Earth Day, and tens of 
thousands, hundreds of thousands, mil-
lions of people across this country had 
to march in favor of science because, 
not since Galileo was condemned by 
the Inquisition for asserting that the 
Earth orbits the Sun, not since Galileo 
was condemned by the Inquisition have 
science deniers had such powerful 
friends. 

Our species went 1,000 years without 
science. We call those years, in retro-
spect, the Dark Ages. My time in this 
Congress has convinced me that we 
should be guided by scientific con-
sensus, by scientific facts, not alter-
native facts. 

Scientific fact: Climate change is 
real and predominantly man-made, and 
if we don’t reduce our emission of 
greenhouse gasses, then we are going 
to lose our ports, our beaches, our 
health, and entire countries like the 
Maldives. 

Another scientific fact: Donald 
Trump can’t stop global warming just 

by emitting an unprecedented volume 
of hot air. 

Now, a week earlier we had tax day, 
and millions of Americans across this 
country, including in Los Angeles, 
needed to demonstrate to try to get 
Donald Trump to reveal his tax re-
turns. Every President since Richard 
Nixon has released their tax returns. 
Donald Trump told us in May of 2014: If 
I decide to run for office, I will produce 
my tax returns. And he said it again a 
year later. And then he said it during 
the Republican debate in 2016. He said: 
Oh, I will release my tax returns, but 
they are under audit. 

Well, according to Donald Trump, his 
2011 and 2012 returns aren’t under 
audit. He ought to release those. But 
he ought to release all of his tax re-
turns. And this idea that they are 
under audit is absolutely absurd. 

The IRS has made it clear: Any tax-
payer can release their tax return, 
whether they are under audit or not, 
and everyone in the tax world—I head-
ed the second largest tax agency in this 
country for several years, I am a CPA— 
knows that you can release your tax 
returns whether you are under audit or 
not. 

Now, I understand that you don’t 
want to release information to your ad-
versary, and if you are being audited, 
the IRS is your adversary. But Donald 
Trump knows that the IRS already has 
his tax returns, so who is the adversary 
from which Donald Trump is with-
holding information? The American 
people are the adversary that cannot 
see his tax return that the IRS already 
has. 

But it is not enough to just see Don-
ald Trump’s Form 1040, because he tells 
us that he has 532 private businesses, 
secret businesses in the sense that they 
do not report their financial informa-
tion to the SEC, over 532 of those busi-
ness entity investments. We need to 
see the tax returns of every business 
entity that Trump controls. Over 100 of 
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those investments are in foreign coun-
tries. We need to see the tax returns of 
Trump Panama Hotel, LLC; Trump 
Korea, LLC; DT Dubai Golf Course, 
LLC; and all the business entities that 
he has that are doing business in Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and China. 

Finally, Donald Trump ran as a popu-
list, especially on corporate issues, but 
now he wants to allow corporate inver-
sions that provide tax benefits to cor-
porate Benedict Arnolds who betray 
our country and incorporate in some 
foreign country. He refuses to des-
ignate China as a currency manipu-
lator, even though he pledged to the 
American people during his rallies that 
he would do just that, and he refuses to 
do anything about Chinese require-
ments for coproduction agreements. 

Donald Trump: His rallies sounded 
like BERNIE SANDERS, but he is gov-
erning like Goldman Sachs. 

f 

DELIVERING FOR THE AMERICAN 
WORKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNN). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, for gen-
erations our Nation has celebrated the 
American Dream. I call it the Amer-
ican promise, the simple idea that if 
you work hard, you will be rewarded. 

The American promise means that, if 
you show up for work every morning 
and play by the rules, you will be able 
to take care of your family and, over 
time, your life will improve. Unfortu-
nately, for many Americans, that 
promise no longer rings true today. 

Before the election of Donald Trump, 
more than 50 percent of Americans saw 
our economic conditions worsening, 
and 50 percent of millennials think the 
American Dream is dead. When it 
comes to economic security for low- 
and middle-income workers, we 
flatlined: paychecks have frozen, and 
American families are having a harder 
and harder time making ends meet. As 
an uncle of mine used to say: When it 
came to the end of the month, it seems 
like you got more month than money 
to pay your bills. 

We need a renewed focus on improv-
ing the lives of everyday working 
Americans. That is why the Republican 
Policy Committee, which I chair, 
launched a task force for the American 
worker, and our first hearing is today. 

It is time to start delivering for the 
American worker and restoring the 
American promise. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 10 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. POLIQUIN) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God of the universe, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

The House returns from a long recess 
meeting with constituents as concerns 
about budget, taxes, and immigration, 
among others, reveal the considerable 
divisions both in Congress and among 
the American populace as well. 

As opinions and emotions surge loud-
ly and with little indication of easy so-
lution, we take this quiet moment to 
ask Your blessing upon the Members of 
this people’s House. 

Give each Member peace and quiet 
discernment to work toward common 
solutions that might ease our divisions 
and open the way to new hope and con-
fidence that we as a nation will con-
tinue to shine as an example for all the 
world to emulate. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
LANCE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LANCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

NORTH KOREA 

(Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my 
deep concern regarding the dangerous 
and irresponsible actions of the Kim 
Jong-un regime in North Korea on be-
half of the people of Orange County and 
the Korean Americans I represent. 

This week marks the 85th anniver-
sary of the founding of the North Ko-
rean Army. The North Korean military 
marked the occasion by conducting a 
large scale artillery drill in the coastal 
region of Wonsan on the Sea of Japan. 

Make no mistake, this was a direct 
message to our ally, South Korea, 

where millions, including nearly 30,000 
U.S. troops, are within range of the 
North Korean artillery. This drill 
comes on the heels of North Korea’s 
threat to destroy U.S. aircraft carriers. 

Mr. Speaker, North Korea is the top 
threat facing the American people. 
North Korea’s efforts to extend the 
range of their ballistic missiles, while 
working to miniaturize a nuclear war-
head, will eventually place the West 
Coast of the United States under direct 
nuclear threat. Intelligence experts es-
timate that the regime will be capable 
of striking the West Coast in less than 
4 years. 

That is an unacceptable risk for U.S. 
national security and an intolerable 
threat facing the residents of Orange 
County. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in condemning the recent North 
Korean provocations, demanding com-
prehensive sanctions on the North Ko-
rean regime, and supporting all actions 
necessary to secure the safety of our 
Nation and allies. 

f 

REMEMBERING RUBY ARNOLD 
(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, while it 
is widely known that Horace Peterson 
of Kansas City was the visionary and 
sole founder of the Black Archives of 
Mid-America, it is little known who 
saved the institution from vanishing 
years later. 

During the spring of 1998, Ruby Ar-
nold, a diehard board member, began a 
personal crusade to secure a new home 
for the organization she held dear. One 
Monday morning, during a heavy rain-
storm, Ruby Arnold appeared at the 
front desk of the 29th floor of city hall. 

The security guard asked her if she 
had an appointment with anyone in 
particular. ‘‘I don’t have an appoint-
ment,’’ she said, ‘‘but I have come to 
see Mayor Emanuel Cleaver.’’ 

The assistant to the mayor replied: 
I’m sorry, but the mayor is not in. 

A week later, Ruby came by again to 
see the mayor and waited two hours for 
an appointment that she did not have 
to discuss a home for the Black Ar-
chives. 

And then, at a public event the next 
week, she asked again: Mayor, have 
you found a place for the Black Ar-
chives? 

Ruby Arnold died before the opening 
of the new archives in the summer of 
2010, but former mayor, EMANUEL 
CLEAVER, now the U.S. Representative 
from the Fifth District, said this loca-
tion for the Black Archives was not se-
cured by wishing or hoping but by the 
merciful harassment I received from 
one determined Ruby Arnold. May God 
bless her remarkable spirit. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF CAROLANN GARAFOLA 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to celebrate the public service of 
Carolann Garafola, mayor of Warren 
Township, New Jersey, as she is hon-
ored by the Somerset County Federa-
tion of Republican Women as the re-
cipient of the Millicent Fenwick Award 
for Outstanding Public Service. 

Carolann’s service as a public official 
began on the Warren Township plan-
ning board 30 years ago. She then be-
came the township committeewoman 
for that township, a post she has held 
for 20 consecutive years, 6 as mayor. 

Carolann began her professional ca-
reer working with special needs chil-
dren in Glen Rock, New Jersey public 
schools, and is currently in her fifth 
year as executive director of Mt. Beth-
el Village in Warren, an apartment 
community for adults with autism, de-
velopmental disabilities, and trau-
matic brain injuries. 

The Millicent Fenwick Award for 
Outstanding Public Service is awarded 
to a woman who serves in the tradition 
of the late Congresswoman Fenwick, 
one with a strong work ethic, high in-
tegrity, and a willingness to assist 
those in need. 

I congratulate Mayor Garafola on 
this well-deserved recognition. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL’S SUCCESS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, through my service to South 
Carolina’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict and as past Cayce-West Columbia 
Rotary Club president, I appreciate Ro-
tary International’s work in promoting 
worldwide Service Above Self. 

In coordination with national gov-
ernments, Rotary International cre-
ated the Global Polio Eradication Ini-
tiative, producing Polio Plus as one of 
the most successful public-private 
health initiatives in history. The ini-
tiative has provided immunizations for 
more than 2.5 billion children, spared 
15 million from disability, prevented 
over 1.5 million deaths, and has re-
duced polio illnesses by 99 percent. 

Earlier this year, I introduced H. 
Res. 165, recognizing Rotary Inter-
national’s work on the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative and supporting 
their ongoing services. 

While we have made remarkable 
strides, more work remains. I am 
grateful to support the current presi-
dent of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative with Rotary International 
President John Germ and past Vice 
President Anne Matthews of Columbia, 
South Carolina. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
Our sympathy to the family of Na-
tional Review conservative stalwart 
Kate O’Beirne. 

DO EVERYTHING TO SECURE THE 
BORDER 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, for 
years, cries for help coming from those 
on the front lines of the Rio Grande 
have fallen on deaf ears in Washington. 

I have traveled to the southern bor-
der many times in Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and California. Law enforce-
ment and citizens do the best they can 
with what they have got, but they are 
outmanned, outgunned, and 
outfinanced by the drug cartels and 
other devious actors trying to enter 
the United States. 

The Federal Government has been 
negligent for too long, but there is a 
new sheriff in town, and President 
Trump has promised that help is on the 
way. He wants to build a wall. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that effective 
border security requires a comprehen-
sive strategy that includes not only 
physical barriers in places but also in-
creased use of technology, more boots 
on the ground, and more boats in the 
Rio Grande. 

The United States has amazing capa-
bilities like aerial drones, aerostats, 
and seismic technology to detect cross-
ers. Let’s use and do everything to se-
cure the Nation. 

The Commander in Chief is right 
when he indicates border security is a 
matter of national security. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

COMBATING OPIOID ABUSE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently visited The Next 24, an addic-
tion recovery residential home in New 
Port Richey, Florida. They do fantastic 
work to give those impacted by addic-
tion a second chance. After all, the 
opioid crisis is not only a national epi-
demic; it is happening here in our local 
communities. 

Addiction knows no bounds and does 
not discriminate based on race, age, in-
come, or ZIP Code. It seems like so 
many people have a story about how 
they have been affected. 

Thanks to the 21st Century Cures 
Act, Florida will soon receive $27 mil-
lion in new grant funding to help fight 
the opioid crisis. The $27 million will 
go towards increasing access to treat-
ment and recovery services, strength-
ening public education efforts, and im-
proving pain management practices. 

This critical grant is the first of two 
rounds of funding to support an all- 
hands-on-deck approach in Florida to 
combat opioid abuse and save lives. 

f 

SOLVING OPIOID CRISIS 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, as 
communities across my district and 
across the Nation continue to deal with 
the crisis of opioid abuse and addiction, 
it is hard to imagine that a synthetic 
drug exists that is 50 times stronger 
than heroin and 100 times stronger 
than morphine. 

Fentanyl is a manufactured opioid, 
which, especially in its illicit versions, 
has contributed to tens of thousands of 
deaths. Especially concerning is the 
fact that this synthetic poison can be 
ordered online and delivered via med-
ical or express consignment couriers 
from places like China, and because of 
its high potency in small amounts, 
Fentanyl is extremely difficult for law 
enforcement officials and authorities 
to detect. 

That is why I have joined Congress-
woman NIKI TSONGAS in introducing 
the INTERDICT Act which will provide 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agents access to the latest chemical 
screening devices and scientific sup-
port to both detect and intercept syn-
thetic opioids before they can cause 
our communities more harm and more 
devastation. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this bipartisan legislation. As both par-
ties, we must come together, and this 
is one piece of a larger response to the 
opioid epidemic. Both parties can and 
must come together to solve this crisis 
to take on this challenge head on. 

f 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the anniversary of 
the Armenian genocide, a horrific 
event impacting many of my own con-
stituents in California. 

From 1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Em-
pire engaged in a systematic and orga-
nized deportation and extermination of 
over 2 million Armenians from their 
homeland. It is estimated that nearly 
1.5 million Armenian men, women, and 
children were killed and many more 
permanently displaced or forced to 
flee. 

I recall one Armenian genocide re-
membrance ceremony outside city hall 
in Fresno, California. During the cere-
mony, I was given a copy of the event 
invitation, which had inscribed the 
words of Avetis Aharonian, an influen-
tial Armenian writer and poet. It read: 
‘‘If evil of this magnitude can be ig-
nored, if our own children forget, then 
we deserve oblivion and earn the 
world’s scorn.’’ 

The passionate and enduring advo-
cacy of the Armenian Americans, espe-
cially those in California’s Central Val-
ley, is evidence that the descendants of 
those who escaped the genocide have 
not forgotten this evil or their obliga-
tion to share its lessons with the world. 
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Like Armenians from around the 

world, our central California commu-
nity has heeded Aharonian’s words, ac-
cepting his call to remember. 

I am proud to have recently coau-
thored a bipartisan letter encouraging 
President Trump to properly recognize 
the Armenian genocide. As in years 
past, this year I took part in the Cap-
itol Hill remembrance ceremony and 
supported the Armenian Caucus’ 
screening of ‘‘The Promise,’’ a film 
made possible by Fresno-native Kirk 
Kerkorian that depicts the Armenian 
people’s will to survive. 

To the Armenian community 
throughout the United States, please 
know that I stand with you today and 
always in honoring Aharonian’s words 
and never forgetting all those impacted 
by the Armenian genocide. 

f 

b 1415 

MEDIA BIAS SETS RECORD 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the biased liberal media have forgotten 
their responsibility to our democracy: 
give the American people the facts, 
don’t tell them what to think. 

A new report by the Media Research 
Center shows that coverage of Presi-
dent Trump by the broadcast networks 
has been 89 percent negative, higher 
than any other President. 

Is it any wonder that half of Ameri-
cans disapprove of the job President 
Trump is doing? 

The real wonder is that it is not 
greater, given what the public hears 
and reads every day. 

According to a recent Gallup Poll, 55 
percent of U.S. adults say that news or-
ganizations’ stories are ‘‘often inac-
curate.’’ Only 36 percent say the media 
get the facts straight. 

Commonsense, reasonable Americans 
would do well to discount the liberal 
media since they don’t provide fair and 
objective information. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 25, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 25, 2017, at 9:25 a.m.: 

Appointments: 
Board of Directors of the Office of Compli-

ance. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1630 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky) at 4 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL PEACE 
OFFICERS MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 35) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Service and the Na-
tional Honor Guard and Pipe Band Ex-
hibition. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON RES. 35 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR 

NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the 
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary 
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event, 
the 36th Annual National Peace Officers Me-
morial Service (in this resolution referred to 
as the ‘‘Memorial Service’’), on the Capitol 
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty 
during 2016. 

(b) DATE OF MEMORIAL SERVICE.—The Me-
morial Service shall be held on May 15, 2017, 
or on such other date as the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Rules and Administration of the Senate 
jointly designate, with preparation for the 
event to begin on May 11, 2017, and take- 
down completed on May 16, 2017. 
SEC. 2. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR NA-

TIONAL HONOR GUARD AND PIPE 
BAND EXHIBITION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the 
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary 
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event, 
the National Honor Guard and Pipe Band Ex-
hibition (in this resolution referred to as the 
‘‘Exhibition’’), on the Capitol Grounds, in 
order to allow law enforcement representa-
tives to exhibit their ability to demonstrate 

Honor Guard programs and provide for a bag-
pipe exhibition. 

(b) DATE OF EXHIBITION.—The exhibition 
shall be held on May 14, 2017, or on such 
other date as the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate jointly 
designate. 
SEC. 3. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall 
be— 

(1) free of admission charge and open to the 
public; and 

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs 
of Congress. 

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sors of the Memorial Service and Exhibition 
shall assume full responsibility for all ex-
penses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the events. 
SEC. 4. EVENT PREPARATIONS. 

Subject to the approval of the Architect of 
the Capitol, the sponsors referred to in sec-
tion 3(b) are authorized to erect upon the 
Capitol Grounds such stage, sound amplifi-
cation devices, and other related structures 
and equipment, as may be required for the 
Memorial Service and Exhibition. 
SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the 
events. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con. 
Res. 35. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 35 author-

izes the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the annual National Police Officers’ 
Memorial Service and the National 
Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhi-
bition. These events are held each year 
as part of Police Week to honor the 
men and women who sacrificed their 
lives in the line of duty. This use of the 
Capitol Grounds is a worthy recogni-
tion of the honorable sacrifice of our 
Nation’s brave first responders and 
their families. 

This year, 234 fallen officers will be 
honored, which is 100 more than last 
year. Ten of these officers are from my 
home State of Georgia, and 70 died 
from 9/11-related cancer. This year, we 
will also remember five officers of the 
Dallas Police Department for their 
courage in the line of fire while re-
sponding to the shootings in Dallas at 
last July’s protest. 
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This is a clear reminder of the sac-

rifices that our men and women in law 
enforcement make every day as they 
put their lives on the line to maintain 
safe communities for us and our loved 
ones. We must do all we can to support 
these brave men and women and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
resolution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 35 author-
izes use of the Capitol Grounds for the 
annual National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service on May 15 and a National 
Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhi-
bition. Both events will be coordinated 
with the Architect of the Capitol and 
the Capitol Police. 

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial will honor the 144 law enforcement 
officers killed in the line of duty in 
2016. In addition, the memorial event 
will honor 70 police officers who died 
from cancer related to 9/11 and 30 offi-
cers who died within the past 5 years 
who were not previously honored. 

Eight of those officers this year hail 
from my home State of Georgia. I offer 
the deepest condolences to the families 
of those officers who have had to en-
dure the tragedy of losing a loved one 
who volunteered to protect my fellow 
Georgians. 

I have deep appreciation for the fall-
en officers and the ultimate sacrifice 
that they have made on behalf of their 
local communities. I support this reso-
lution and urge Members to join me in 
supporting this tribute to law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of 
duty in the year 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 35. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR GREATER WASH-
INGTON SOAP BOX DERBY 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 36) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 36 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR 
SOAP BOX DERBY RACES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby Association (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘sponsor’’) shall be 
permitted to sponsor a public event, soap box 
derby races (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘event’’), on the Capitol Grounds. 

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be 
held on June 17, 2017, or on such other date 
as the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate jointly designate. 
SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall 
be— 

(1) free of admission charge and open to the 
public; and 

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs 
of Congress. 

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all 
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event. 
SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS. 

Subject to the approval of the Architect of 
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to 
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage, 
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event. 
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make 
such additional arrangements as may be re-
quired to carry out the event. 
SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H. Con. 
Res. 36. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

H. Con. Res. 36 authorizes the use of 
the Capitol Grounds for the annual 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby in 
June. 

Since the first official All-American 
Soap Box Derby in 1934, the mission of 
the soapbox derby has been to build 
knowledge and character and to teach 
fair and honest competition. This tra-
dition also allows children to dem-
onstrate their dedication and cre-
ativity. 

Winners from this local competition 
will join those from other races, in-
cluding from my home State of Geor-

gia, in competing at the world cham-
pionship in Akron, Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
resolution, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I would like to, first of all, thank my 
good friend from Maryland, Represent-
ative STENY HOYER, for introducing 
this resolution on behalf of the entire 
Washington regional delegation. The 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby is 
an annual competitive event that en-
courages boys and girls, ages 9 through 
16, to construct and race their own 
soapbox vehicles. 

This Capitol Hill event has become a 
great tradition in Washington, D.C., in 
our metropolitan area over the last 20 
years. It provides a terrific opportunity 
for children to appreciate the work-
manship necessary to build the vehi-
cles and enjoy the thrill of competi-
tion. 

The Greater Washington Soap Box 
Derby organizers will work with the 
Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police to ensure the appropriate 
rules and regulations are in place and 
that the event remains free to the pub-
lic. 

I support this resolution, and I urge 
my colleagues to vote for this legisla-
tion. 

You know, the Washington Soap Box 
Derby was an event that was being held 
during the times that I was here in 
Washington, D.C., growing up. I was 
born and raised here in Washington, 
D.C. I left at the age of 17 to come to 
Georgia. When I got to Georgia, I fell 
in love with Georgia; and I have been 
there for the last 47 years or so, and it 
has been a good run for me. 

But I tell you, remembering those oc-
casions when the soapbox derby came 
to Washington, D.C., in my youth and 
going to watch the races, and, you 
know, it was really a joyful occasion, 
mass crowds gathered, people are root-
ing for their neighbors and their rel-
atives and their friends, and pretty 
soon everybody is rooting for every-
body. And to see the cars, the crafts-
manship that went into building those 
cars, it is really a joy. 

I haven’t been to a soapbox derby 
since those times, so I imagine the 
craftsmanship that is going into these 
vehicles now is probably astounding 
what these young people and their sup-
porters do in preparation for this soap-
box derby. But still, although the vehi-
cles have probably gotten more sophis-
ticated and the preparation has gotten 
more detailed, the aspiration of the 
soapbox derby remains the same, and 
that is for young people to challenge 
themselves to do something, get out of 
their comfort zone, construct some-
thing, build something, then watch it 
actually move, and then even win the 
competition. So it is a great thrill, I 
am sure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Georgia for yield-
ing, and I thank the chairman for 
bringing this resolution to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, as I was sitting here lis-
tening to Congressman JOHNSON, I got 
so inspired that I just want to go out 
and jump in a soapbox or jump on a 
soapbox to give my talk. 

I have been at this for a very long pe-
riod of time. The soapbox derby has 
been going on for 76 years; 36 of those 
years, I had the great privilege of serv-
ing in this body. I rise each year to 
sponsor the resolution allowing the 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
Association to hold its annual race on 
the Capitol Grounds. It is appropriate, 
I think, that it is here at the Capitol. 
The inspiration of the Capitol, the in-
spiration of the dome, the inspiration 
and excitement of which Congressman 
JOHNSON just spoke, I think, captures 
the sense of what ‘‘soapbox derby’’ 
means. 

This year marks, as I said, the 76th 
year of the derby, Mr. Speaker, at 
which young people from around the 
region, from age 8 all the way to age 17, 
compete in three divisions. Those divi-
sions are stock, super stock, and mas-
ters. So you are talking about these so-
phisticated soapboxes. They are not 
your father’s soapbox, that is for sure. 

It is not only a fun and exciting 
event, it is also educational and brings 
children together, young people to-
gether, young adults together with 
their parents, grandparents, siblings, 
and neighbors to plan and build their 
soapbox racers. 

You know, one of the things we need 
in America is more engineers. I am a 
lawyer. I don’t know that we need 
more lawyers. And we need doctors, of 
course, but people tell me, if we are 
going to make things in America, we 
need more engineers, people who work 
with their hands, people who create, 
people who design, and that is what 
this soapbox derby is about. 

Doing so, participating in this con-
test helps connect these young people 
with hands-on engineering and manu-
facturing lessons which promote great-
er interest in the STEM fields which 
we all talk about: science, technology, 
engineering, and math. This has been 
the case, Mr. Speaker, since the first 
soapbox derby in 1938, and this long 
tradition now continues in the 21st 
century. 

The winner in each division will then 
qualify to race against the regional 
champions from across the Nation 
later this year, at Derby Downs, at the 
All-American Soap Box Derby in 
Akron, Ohio. 

This year, the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby will be held on June 
17, Mr. Speaker. The derby has been 
called ‘‘the greatest amateur racing 
event in the world.’’ I don’t know 
whether it is the greatest, but it is cer-

tainly one of the great contests in the 
world and teaches participating youth 
about fortitude, about leadership, 
about engineering, sportsmanship, and 
pride of achievement. 

b 1645 

In addition to bringing families to-
gether, the Soap Box Derby brings 
communities closer together, Mr. 
Speaker. Many of the races are spon-
sored and cheered by their local civic 
groups, police, fire departments, and 
service organizations. 

I have been proud, as I said, Mr. 
Speaker, to sponsor this resolution for 
26 years, and I believe strongly in the 
importance of this tradition and am 
convinced of the very positive impact 
the Derby has on young people from 
my district who participate, around 
this region, and around the country. 

Maryland’s Fifth District, my dis-
trict, has been home to a number of 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
winners, including the winners from 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2012, 2013, and 2014. 

The Washington region is millions of 
people. My young people and their ad-
visers, otherwise may be called par-
ents, are doing pretty well in this, and 
we are proud of that. Our racers even 
won the national championship in 2007 
and 2008. 

I hope my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, 
will join me in supporting this resolu-
tion and thanking the organizers of the 
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby. I 
hope they will also join me in con-
gratulating, in advance, all of the 
young people from the region who will 
be participating on June 17. 

I also want to thank my cosponsors: 
GERRY CONNOLLY, DON BEYER, JOHN 
DELANEY, JAMIE RASKIN, ANTHONY 
BROWN, ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, and 
BARBARA COMSTOCK. This is a bipar-
tisan resolution. I am sure everybody 
will support it, and I am sure that the 
excitement of which Congressman 
JOHNSON spoke will be experienced by 
those young people as they race to-
wards victory. Whether they win the 
number one spot, they will be winners 
for having participated in this creative 
contest that makes them better people. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 36. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 455) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 501 East 
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 455 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
501 East Court Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘R. Jess Brown 
United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 455. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 455 would designate the United 

States courthouse located at 501 East 
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi, 
as the R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse. 

Mr. Brown, a native of Oklahoma, at-
tended Illinois State University, Indi-
ana University, and the Texas South-
ern University law school. 

In the 1960s, R. Jess Brown was one of 
only four African-American lawyers li-
censed to practice in Mississippi. In 
1962, Mr. Brown took on his most fa-
mous case, where he worked on behalf 
of James Meredith, an African-Amer-
ican student who sought enrollment at 
the University of Mississippi. Mr. 
Brown’s successful lawsuit broke the 
color barrier at the University of Mis-
sissippi and helped set the tone for fu-
ture litigation in the civil rights move-
ment. 

Although the Meredith case may be 
his most famous trial, Mr. Brown al-
ready had established a history of liti-
gating for civil rights stretching back 
to 1948, when he sued on behalf of 
Black teachers in Jackson, Mississippi, 
who sought salaries on par with their 
White colleagues. 

R. Jess Brown helped to break down 
barriers and set historical precedent 
that has shaped our Nation for the bet-
ter. It is only appropriate that we 
honor the work of Mr. Brown by nam-
ing this courthouse after him. 
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise in support of H.R. 455. I want 
to commend my friend on the other 
side of the aisle for his eloquence and 
for his support of H.R. 455. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
THOMPSON). 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Georgia for yielding me the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
455, a bill to designate the United 
States courthouse in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, as the R. Jess Brown United 
States Courthouse. 

Mr. Speaker, Richard Jess Brown was 
born on September 12, 1912, in Coffey-
ville, Kansas. His parents, Ernestine 
and Joe Brown, were jazz musicians 
and performed in and managed a local 
theater. 

Jess received a bachelor of science in 
industrial arts from Illinois State Nor-
mal University and a master of science 
in industrial education from Indiana 
University in Bloomington, Indiana. 

After teaching at Alcorn State Uni-
versity, Jess moved to Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, where he taught industrial 
arts at Lanier High School, the only 
Black high school in the city at that 
time. While teaching at Lanier, Jess 
became an intervening plaintiff in a 
lawsuit that sought equal pay for 
Black teachers in Jackson. 

After teaching in Jackson, Jess at-
tended Texas Southern University Law 
School. Jess left the law school before 
receiving his juris doctorate, but was 
able to return to Mississippi and pass 
the Mississippi bar in 1953. 

Beginning his law career in Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, Jess confined his 
practice to cases involving divorces, 
deeds, land titles, and other practices 
that did not agitate White members of 
the bar. However, after the Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka ruling in 
1954, Jess felt compelled to defend the 
civil rights of African Americans. 

In the fall of 1955, the conditions and 
hardships endured by Black lawyers in 
the courts led Mr. Brown and seven 
other Black attorneys to establish the 
Magnolia Bar Association. 

Mr. Speaker, R. Jess Brown is cred-
ited with filing the first civil suit on 
behalf of an African American in Mis-
sissippi, that lawsuit on behalf of a Jef-
ferson County minister who challenged 
laws that prevented Blacks from vot-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, Jess Brown has an ex-
tensive record as a civil rights lawyer. 
His list of clients include: 

Clyde Kennard, who was charged 
with and convicted of a fictitious crime 
while attempting to desegregate the 
University of Southern Mississippi; 

James H. Meredith, whose litigation 
ultimately led to the integration of the 
University of Mississippi; 

Dr. Gilbert Mason, who led the effort 
to end racial segregation on the beach-
es of Biloxi, Mississippi; and 

Civil rights icons Medgar Wiley 
Evers and Dr. Aaron Henry. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Brown was admit-
ted to practice law before all Mis-
sissippi court systems; the United 
States District Court for the Northern 
District of Mississippi; the United 
States District Court for the Southern 
District of Mississippi; the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit; and the United States Supreme 
Court. Mr. Brown also served on the 
Executive Board of the National Bar 
Association for approximately 15 years. 

Mr. Speaker, on December 31, 1989, R. 
Jess Brown died in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, at the age of 77. 

Mr. Speaker, R. Jess Brown is well- 
deserving of this honor, and I urge my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
H.R. 455. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, R. Jess Brown is the 
type of individual who is an American 
success story. Just listening to the 
comments of my colleague, Congress-
man THOMPSON, about R. Jess Brown 
made me very proud of his accomplish-
ments. He seemed to have been a Ren-
aissance man with a southern twist. He 
seemed to be a gentleman and a schol-
ar, yet someone who worked with his 
hands, also, and showed others how to 
do so. 

That is why I rise in support of H.R. 
455, a bill to designate the Federal 
courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, as 
the R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house. I can’t think of any better name 
for a courthouse in that locale other 
than the R. Jess Brown United States 
Courthouse. Attorney R. Jess Brown 
was a towering champion during crit-
ical moments in the civil rights move-
ment in the South, and especially in 
Mississippi. 

Jess Brown received his law degree 
from the Thurgood Marshall School of 
Law at Texas Southern University, 
which is my law school alma mater, 
and he practiced law in Mississippi 
throughout the sixties and seventies as 
one of the few attorneys willing to 
practice civil rights law. He made the 
metamorphosis from being a divorce 
lawyer into being a civil rights lawyer. 

He was associate counsel for the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, 
and he filed the first civil rights suit in 
Mississippi in the 1950s in Jefferson 
Davis County, seeking the enforcement 
of the right of Black citizens to become 
registered voters. 

In 1961, R. Jess Brown represented 
James H. Meredith in his suit to be al-
lowed to enter the University of Mis-
sissippi. His victory in this case opened 
the doors of that university to all Mis-
sissippi citizens. 

While with the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, he played a 

major role in fighting racial discrimi-
nation in the areas of transportation 
and other public accommodations. 

During his lifetime, R. Jess Brown 
received numerous awards and honors, 
including the NAACP’s Lawyer of the 
Year Award, the National Bar Associa-
tion’s C. Francis Stradford Award, and 
the Mississippi Teachers Association 
Award for extraordinary service to edu-
cation in Mississippi. Other accom-
plishments are too numerous to men-
tion but, unfortunately, are not as well 
known as they should be, and this is 
the least that we can do to honor the 
legacy of this important American. 

I support this legislation honoring 
the life’s work of R. Jess Brown, and I 
urge my colleagues to join me and pass 
H.R. 455. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 455. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGA-
NIZATION COORDINATION AND 
PLANNING AREA REFORM RE-
PEAL ACT 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (S. 496) to repeal the rule 
issued by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration and the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration entitled ‘‘Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Coordination 
and Planning Area Reform’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 496 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPEAL. 

The rule issued by the Federal Highway 
Administration and the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration entitled ‘‘Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization Coordination and Plan-
ning Area Reform’’ (81 Fed. Reg. 93448 (De-
cember 20, 2016)) shall have no force or effect, 
and any regulation revised by that rule shall 
be applied as if that rule had not been issued. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. LEWIS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on S. 496. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

b 1700 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by thank-
ing my colleague across the aisle, Rep-
resentative LIPINSKI, for his work on 
the original House version of this legis-
lation and to Senator DUCKWORTH for 
introducing the corresponding lan-
guage in the Senate. We all understood 
the unintended ramifications that this 
last-minute rule created, and we 
worked together to address this issue. 

This bill rescinds the Federal High-
way Administration and Federal Tran-
sit Administration’s Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Coordination 
and Planning Reform rule that was 
promulgated in December, 2016. 

After being sworn in to the House of 
Representatives, one of the first pieces 
of legislation I offered was to repeal 
this rule. Through the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, we were 
able to work in a bipartisan manner to 
achieve that goal, and I was proud to 
serve as the lead Republican in advanc-
ing a commonsense policy unanimously 
through our committee. 

This flawed rule mandates the expan-
sion of boundaries for federally re-
quired Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zations, or MPOs. There are 409 MPOs 
in the United States, and the Depart-
ment of Transportation identified that 
more than one-third of these MPOs 
would immediately be subject to the 
new requirements of this rule. 

By requiring that MPO boundaries 
encompass the entire urbanized area 
and any surrounding areas that may be 
urbanized within 20 years, the Depart-
ment of Transportation has taken 
away the ability for States and local-
ities to determine how to plan their 
transportation networks. In many 
cases, this rule pushes an MPO into the 
boundary of another MPO, forcing con-
solidation of areas that are represented 
by different governing bodies. These 
areas are not capped and could become 
extremely expansive. There are even 
instances where MPOs would be man-
dated to include cities and counties in 
neighboring States. 

The question is: Why did the DOT 
feel the need to institute this rule? 
States already have the ability to reas-
sess their MPO boundaries. MPOs have 
the ability to expand beyond their 
boundaries by using memorandums of 
understanding. Minnesota uses several 
for transportation planning. Addition-
ally, every 4 years, MPOs are required 
to participate in a review process that 
identifies areas of concern like the 
planning of projects with neighboring 
areas. 

Meanwhile, in the instances of 
unelected MPOs, like Minnesota’s Met-
ropolitan Council, this rule encourages 
them to expand without any participa-

tion or control from local citizens. The 
MPO council representing the Twin 
Cities area is entirely appointed by the 
Governor. Through State statute, they 
have the ability to levy taxes, and, like 
all MPOs, they determine what trans-
portation projects to pursue. An expan-
sion of MPO boundaries could mean a 
new tax for surrounding counties to 
fund transportation projects that do 
not address their local needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this measure and re-
turn current law to what Congress in-
tended when it passed the FAST Act. 
This bill ensures that States, cities, 
and counties retain decisionmaking 
ability when it comes to planning their 
development and transportation 
growth. 

Our language restores certainty to 
local officials already in planning 
phases for local projects and could save 
MPOs more than $340 million over the 
next several years conforming to the 
regulation. The essence of this bill is 
local control. The more government is 
removed from the people, the less re-
sponsive it becomes. Self-governance 
works best when closest to home. 

I want to thank Chairman SHUSTER 
for his leadership on this matter, as 
well as my colleagues, Representative 
LIPINSKI and Senator DUCKWORTH, for 
their work on this bill, and I encourage 
all my colleagues to support our bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from the National Association 
of Regional Councils and the Associa-
tion of Metropolitan Planning Organi-
zations, and a letter from the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REGIONAL 
COUNCILS AND ASSOCIATION OF 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANI-
ZATIONS, 

April 25, 2017. 
DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: On behalf of 

the members of the Association of Metro-
politan Planning Organizations (AMPO) and 
National Association of Regional Councils 
(NARC), we wish to express our strong sup-
port for a bill expected on the floor later 
today: S. 496—‘‘To repeal the rule issued by 
the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Federal Transit Administration entitled 
‘‘Metropolitan Planning Organization Co-
ordination and Planning Area Reform’’. This 
legislation passed the Senate unanimously 
on March 8. Identical legislation from Rep-
resentatives Daniel Lipinski and Jason 
Lewis, H.R. 1346, has the support of 26 bipar-
tisan co-sponsors and passed the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee by 
voice vote on March 29. 

AMPO and NARC support increased plan-
ning coordination at all levels, but this Final 
Rule has significant drawbacks that make 
its implementation impractical, and would 
hinder the regional planning process and 
delay project implementation. Our extensive 
joint comments to the federal docket explain 
in significant detail the problems with this 
rule and the negative consequences we be-
lieve would result. Ours was one of more 
than 600 comments to the docket that asked 
this rule be withdrawn or substantially 
modified. Neither occurred, so legislative ac-
tion is required. 

Repeal of this Final Rule is a key priority 
for our organizations and for many of our 

members. The legislation you will consider 
today would immediately restore certainty 
to the planning process for hundreds of plan-
ning organizations. Its bipartisan support is 
an indication that members from both par-
ties recognize the damage this Final Rule 
could inflict on the transportation planning 
process and project implementation. 

We thank you for your consideration of 
this matter, and reaffirm our request that 
you support passage of S. 496. 

Sincerely, 
LESLIE WOLLACK, 

Executive Director, 
National Association 
of Regional Coun-
cils. 

DELANIA HARDY, 
Executive Director, As-

sociation of Metro-
politan Planning Or-
ganizations. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE 
HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION 
OFFICIALS, 

Washington, DC, March 10, 2017. 
Re H.R. 1346 to repeal the rule issued by the 

FHWA and the FTA entitled ‘‘Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization and Coordina-
tion and Planning Area Reform’’ 

DEAR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: The Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) ex-
presses our full support of H.R. 1346 which 
will repeal the recently issued rule by the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
and the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) entitled ‘‘Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization Coordination and Planning Area 
Reform’’ (81 Fed. Reg. 93448) finalized on De-
cember 20, 2016. Representing all 50 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, 
AASHTO serves as a liaison between state 
departments of transportation (state DOTs) 
and the federal government. 

AASHTO and its members are supportive 
of voluntary opportunities to strengthen re-
gional transportation planning by states and 
metropolitan planning organizations 
(MPOs). As expressed in our comments on 
the NPRM regarding this rule, we do not see 
a basis for making substantial changes to 
the planning process as required in the rule. 

AASHTO has significant concerns with the 
specific mandates that the rule imposes upon 
states and MPOs. The regulation will add 
significant additional legal and administra-
tive requirements that would serve as bar-
riers to constructive and flexible approaches 
to planning and programming being imple-
mented by states and MPOs today. Imposing 
these new requirements goes against the 
Congressional intent of the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation (FAST) Act to 
streamline project delivery. The rule also 
epitomizes the one-size-fits-all approach that 
does not allow flexibility to tailor processes 
and solutions to the diverse needs, opportu-
nities, and constraints faced by states and 
MPOs across the nation. 

We appreciate your tremendous leadership 
in repealing this specific rule. If you would 
like to discuss these issues further, please 
contact AASHTO’s Program Director for 
Planning and Performance Management. 

Sincerely, 
DAVID BERNHARDT, P.E., 

President, American 
Association of State 
Highway and Trans-
portation Officials; 
Commissioner, 
Maine Department 
of Transportation. 
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Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-

er, I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S. 
496, a straightforward bill to repeal 
changes made to the transportation 
planning process in the waning days of 
the Obama administration. 

On June 27, 2016, the Federal High-
way Administration and the Federal 
Transit Administration jointly pub-
lished a proposed rule to make signifi-
cant changes to surface transportation 
planning regulations in an attempt to 
promote more effective regional plan-
ning by States and Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations, MPOs. The pro-
posed rule was well-intentioned, aim-
ing to strengthen coordination among 
planning partners and neighboring 
communities. 

However, the rule was haphazardly 
put together on an expedited timeline, 
with very little input from States and 
local planning organizations. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that the result 
was overwhelming opposition to the 
specific requirements of the rule. 

This rule was not mandated by Con-
gress. In fact, Congress made very few 
changes to the planning process in the 
most recent surface transportation re-
authorization, the Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation Act, also 
known as the FAST Act. 

Among other changes, the adminis-
tration sought to require that, in any 
urbanized area represented by more 
than one MPO, the MPOs would be re-
quired to either merge or realign their 
boundaries or develop unified planning 
documents. This requirement for joint 
planning documents would apply in ur-
banized areas that cross State lines. 
This provision, in particular, caused 
substantial concern in the planning 
community. 

The FHWA and the FTA received 299 
comments in opposition to the pro-
posed rule, of which 249 requested that 
the rulemaking be withdrawn. Only 16 
commenters expressed support for the 
proposed rule. The agencies received 
156 comments in support of the intent 
of the rule, but not the specific require-
ments and procedures proposed. 

The final rule, published in December 
of 2016, made a few modifications, in-
cluding the addition of a waiver proc-
ess, subject to approval by the Sec-
retary, from some of the joint planning 
requirements if an area can dem-
onstrate suitable coordination. Despite 
the changes made by the agencies in 
the final rule, strong opposition to the 
rule continues. 

Earlier this month, Atlanta Mayor 
Kasim Reed testified before the Sub-
committee on Highways and Transit on 
implementation of the FAST Act. His 
written testimony, submitted on behalf 
of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, 
states: ‘‘The outgoing administration 
proposed a new rule on MPO designa-
tions that created unreasonable bur-
dens for a number of regions, and we 

thank you, Mr. Chairman, and this 
committee for acting on legislation to 
remedy this.’’ 

Repeal of this rule is supported also 
by the American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials, 
the Association of Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organizations, and the National 
Association of Regional Councils. 

Last month, the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee passed H.R. 
1346, an identical bill to S. 496, by voice 
vote. H.R. 1346, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI), is a 
bipartisan bill with 29 cosponsors. 

S. 496 stops the controversial changes 
I have described from going into effect. 
The bill does not preclude the adminis-
tration from pursuing changes in the 
future, through a new notice and com-
ment rulemaking, to improve the plan-
ning process by strengthening the co-
ordination of MPOs and States. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-

er, I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of S. 496, which is the first and likely only 
legislation striking an Obama Administration 
era rule or regulation outright that I will be 
supporting this Congress. 

From when I first learned of the rule last 
year, I have had strong concerns about the 
United States Department of Transportation’s 
(DOT) proposal on Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization Coordination and Planning Area 
Reform. 

Planning was a top priority of one of my 
predecessors in the United States House of 
Representatives, former Public Works Com-
mittee Chairman Bob Roe. In the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) 
of 1991, the Congress overhauled the plan-
ning process and gave tremendous authority 
to local Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPO). The process works well in Northern 
New Jersey, where the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority (NJTPA) plays an 
important role advancing regional projects that 
provides an important opportunity for local 
communities to offer meaningful input. 

I joined my colleague, Mr. SIRES, in a letter 
last summer expressing concerns with the 
draft rule and requesting that the comment pe-
riod be extended. 

I appreciate the DOTs end goal: to make 
planning more efficient, more comprehensible 
to stakeholders and the public, and more fo-
cused on projects that address critical regional 
needs. However, in a rush to judgment and ig-
noring the concerns of many comments from 
across the county, the DOT finalized a well-in-
tended, but misguided rule. Specifically, I ob-
ject to the severity of its reconstruction of the 
planning processes, practices, and under-
standings that have been in effect for MPOs 
for decades, and the ability for the public to 
comment. 

Most concerning to me is that the rule could 
require the redrawing of Metropolitan Planning 
Areas (MPAs) and require Urbanized Areas 
(UZAs) to have a common MPO or common 

Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP). For 
densely populated regions like Northern New 
Jersey, the proposed rule would reduce local 
decision-making by either forcing MPO con-
solidation or requiring a burdensome multi-re-
gion single long-term TIP that could weaken 
local input. The NJTPA region covering my 
district already includes 6.7 million people and 
its TIP is over $2 Billion—adding any more to 
their plate would be unwieldy. We just need to 
witness the dysfunction at the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey to know that man-
dating New Jersey to undertake transportation 
planning with New York City and New York 
State in this way would be a recipe for dis-
aster. 

I thank my colleagues for advancing this bill, 
look forward to this rule being put back on the 
shelf, and hope DOT can come up with some-
thing less burdensome in their quest to reform 
transportation planning processes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
LEWIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 496. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LEWIS of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

AVIATION EMPLOYEE SCREENING 
AND SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 876) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to reform programs 
of the Transportation Security Admin-
istration, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 876 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Aviation 
Employee Screening and Security Enhance-
ment Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

tration’’ means the Transportation Security 
Administration. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

(3) AIR CARRIER.—The term ‘‘air carrier’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
40102 of title 49, United States Code. 

(4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs and 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate. 

(5) FOREIGN AIR CARRIER.—The term ‘‘for-
eign air carrier’’ has the meaning given such 
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term in section 40102 of title 49, United 
States Code. 

(6) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 

(7) SECURED AREA.—The term ‘‘secured 
area’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 1540.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations. 

(8) SECURITY IDENTIFICATION DISPLAY 
AREA.—The term ‘‘Security Identification 
Display Area’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 1540.5 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations. 

(9) STERILE AREA.—The term ‘‘sterile area’’ 
has the meaning given such term in section 
1540.5 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 
SEC. 3. COST AND FEASIBILITY STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Aviation Security Advisory Committee (es-
tablished under section 44946 of title 49, 
United States Code), shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees and the 
Comptroller General of the United States a 
cost and feasibility study of a statistically 
significant number of Category I, II, III, IV, 
and X airports assessing the impact if all 
employee access points from non-secured 
areas to secured areas of such airports are 
comprised of the following: 

(1) A secure door utilizing card and pin 
entry or biometric technology. 

(2) Surveillance video recording, capable of 
storing video data for at least 30 days. 

(3) Advanced screening technologies, in-
cluding at least one of the following: 

(A) Magnetometer (walk-through or hand- 
held). 

(B) Explosives detection canines. 
(C) Explosives trace detection swabbing. 
(D) Advanced imaging technology. 
(E) X-ray bag screening technology. 
(b) CONTENTS.—The study required under 

subsection (a) shall include information re-
lated to the employee screening costs of 
those category I, II, III, IV, and X airports 
which have already implemented practices of 
screening 100 percent of employees accessing 
secured areas of airports, including the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Costs associated with establishing an 
operational minimum number of employee 
entry and exit points. 

(2) A comparison of estimated costs and ef-
fectiveness associated with implementing 
the security features specified in subsection 
(a) to— 

(A) the Federal Government; and 
(B) airports and the aviation community. 
(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon completion of the 

study required under subsection (a), the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall review such study to assess the quality 
and reliability of such study. 

(2) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 60 days 
after the receipt of the study required under 
subsection (a), the Comptroller General of 
the United States shall report to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate on 
the results of the review required under 
paragraph (1). 
SEC. 4. AIRPORT WORKER EDUCATION AND SE-

CURITY AWARENESS. 
(a) COOPERATIVE EFFORTS TO ENHANCE AIR-

PORT SECURITY AWARENESS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Administrator shall work with 
air carriers, foreign air carriers, airport op-

erators, labor unions representing 
credentialed employees, and the Aviation Se-
curity Advisory Committee to enhance secu-
rity awareness of credentialed airport popu-
lations regarding insider threats to aviation 
security and best practices related to airport 
access controls. 

(b) CREDENTIALING STANDARDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall, in consultation 
with air carriers, foreign air carriers, airport 
operators, labor unions representing 
credentialed employees, and the Aviation Se-
curity Advisory Committee, assess 
credentialing standards, policies, and prac-
tices to ensure that insider threats to avia-
tion security are adequately addressed. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
completion of the assessment required under 
paragraph (1), the Administrator shall report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
on the results of such assessment. 

(c) SIDA APPLICATIONS.— 
(1) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS REQUIRED.— 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
shall require airport operators to submit the 
social security number of an individual ap-
plying for a credential granting access to the 
Security Identification Display Area to 
strengthen security vetting effectiveness. An 
applicant who does not provide such appli-
cant’s social security number may be denied 
such a credential. 

(2) SCREENING NOTICE.—The Administrator 
shall issue requirements for airport opera-
tors to include in applications for access to 
a Security Identification Display Area a no-
tice informing applicants that an employee 
holding a credential granting access to a Se-
curity Identification Display Area may be 
screened at any time while gaining access to, 
working in, or leaving a Security Identifica-
tion Display Area. 
SEC. 5. SECURING AIRPORT WORKER ACCESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
work with airport operators and the Avia-
tion Security Advisory Committee to iden-
tify advanced technologies, including bio-
metric identification technologies, for secur-
ing employee access to the secured areas and 
sterile areas of airports. 

(b) RAP BACK VETTING.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Administrator shall ensure that all 
credentialed aviation worker populations 
currently requiring a fingerprint-based 
criminal record history check are continu-
ously vetted through the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Rap Back Service, in order to 
more rapidly detect and mitigate insider 
threats to aviation security. 

(c) INSIDER THREAT EDUCATION AND MITIGA-
TION.—Not later than 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall identify means of enhancing the 
Administration’s ability to leverage the re-
sources of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and the intelligence community to 
educate Administration personnel on insider 
threats to aviation security and how the Ad-
ministration can better mitigate such in-
sider threats. 

(d) PLAYBOOK OPERATIONS.—The Adminis-
trator shall ensure that Administration-led 
employee physical inspection efforts of avia-
tion workers, known as Playbook operations, 
are targeted, strategic, and focused on pro-
viding the greatest level of security effec-
tiveness. 

(e) COVERT TESTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

conduct covert testing of Administration-led 
employee inspection operations at airports 
and measure existing levels of security effec-
tiveness. The Administrator shall provide— 

(A) the results of such testing to the air-
port operator for the airport that is the sub-
ject of any such testing, and, as appropriate, 
to air carriers and foreign air carriers that 
operate at the airport that is the subject of 
such testing; and 

(B) recommendations and technical assist-
ance for air carriers, foreign air carriers, and 
airport operators to conduct their own em-
ployee inspections, as needed. 

(2) ANNUAL REPORTING.—The Administrator 
shall annually, for each of fiscal years 2018 
through 2022, submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on the fre-
quency, methodology, strategy, and effec-
tiveness of employee inspection operations 
at airports. 

(f) CENTRALIZED DATABASE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Administrator, in consultation 
with the Aviation Security Advisory Com-
mittee, shall— 

(1) establish a national database of individ-
uals who have had either their airport or air-
port operator-issued badge revoked for fail-
ure to comply with aviation security re-
quirements; 

(2) determine the appropriate reporting 
mechanisms for air carriers, foreign air car-
riers, and airport operators to— 

(A) submit to the Administration data re-
garding individuals described in paragraph 
(1); and 

(B) access the database established pursu-
ant to such paragraph; and 

(3) establish a process to allow individuals 
whose names were mistakenly entered into 
such database to correct the record and have 
their names removed from such database. 
SEC. 6. INSIDER THREAT COORDINATION EF-

FORTS. 
The Department of Homeland Security is 

the lead interagency coordinator pertaining 
to insider threat investigations and mitiga-
tion efforts at airports. The Department 
shall make every practicable effort to co-
ordinate with other relevant Government en-
tities, as well as the security representatives 
of air carriers, foreign air carriers, and air-
port operators, as appropriate, when under-
taking such investigations and efforts. 
SEC. 7. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SECURITY. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a plan to conduct recur-
ring reviews of the operational, technical, 
and management security controls for Ad-
ministration information technology sys-
tems at airports. 
SEC. 8. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED. 

No additional funds are authorized to carry 
out the requirements of this Act. Such re-
quirements shall be carried out using 
amounts otherwise authorized. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 876, the Aviation Em-
ployee Screening and Security En-
hancement Act of 2017, which seeks to 
implement findings from a multiyear 
investigation into the insider threat 
facing our Nation’s airports. This bi-
partisan legislation will help mitigate 
an increasingly disturbing threat to 
safety of the traveling public. 

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 
Committee on Homeland Security’s 
Subcommittee on Transportation and 
Protective Security, it is my duty to 
understand and respond to the ever- 
changing threat landscape facing our 
Nation’s aviation sector, which is a 
critical component to both America’s 
economic and national security. In 
February of this year, we released a 
telling report on airport insider 
threats, which painted a disturbing pic-
ture of security vulnerabilities and 
gaps in screening and access controls 
at airports across the country. Just 3 
days after the release of our report, 
news broke of a massive drug smug-
gling ring between Puerto Rico and the 
continental United States involving 
both TSA and airport employees. This 
network of criminals exploited their 
access to secure areas of airports to 
smuggle an astounding 20 tons—or $100 
million worth—of cocaine into the 
United States and into our own com-
munities. 

Another concerning example uncov-
ered in our investigation throughout 
last Congress was when an airport em-
ployee offered to smuggle explosives on 
a passenger aircraft. Luckily, this indi-
vidual was caught in a drug trafficking 
ring by the FBI and was arrested. How-
ever, we have seen multiple examples 
of aviation workers with access to se-
cure areas of airports being involved in 
serious criminal activities, including 
terror plotting, after being radicalized. 

We cannot allow these lapses in secu-
rity to continue placing the traveling 
public at risk, and we must continue to 
work together like my brother across 
the aisle, Mr. PAYNE, with our partners 
in security in the aviation sector and 
at the Transportation Security Admin-
istration. After a number of insider 
threat-related attacks at airports over-
seas, along with plots here in the 
United States, it is essential that we 
act on this legislation. 

This bill, if enacted, will enhance em-
ployee vetting requirements, improve 
procedures governing the way airports 
issue security credentials, and reform 
TSA’s employee screening operations 
to be more targeted and effective. It 
will also provide policymakers with 
critical, previously unavailable data 
relating to the cost and feasibility of 
providing full employee screening at 
all domestic airports. 

The insider threat is real, and it is 
our duty to ensure the Federal Govern-
ment is taking every step possible to 
keep the traveling public safe. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to the ranking member of the 
subcommittee, my friend and col-

league, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, for her 
shared leadership on this issue. I would 
also like to thank the chairman of the 
full committee, Mr. MCCAUL, for shep-
herding this legislation through the 
committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 

Washington, DC, April 25, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I am writing with 
respect to H.R. 876, the ‘‘Aviation Employee 
Screening and Security Enhancement Act of 
2017.’’ This bill contains provisions within 
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

The Committee on Ways and Means will 
not seek a sequential referral on H.R. 876 so 
that it may proceed expeditiously to the 
House floor for consideration. This is done 
with the understanding that the jurisdic-
tional interests of the Committee on Ways 
and Means over this and similar legislation 
are in no way diminished or altered. In addi-
tion, the Committee reserves the right to 
seek conferees on H.R. 876 and requests your 
support when such a request is made. 

I would appreciate your response con-
firming this understanding with respect to 
H.R. 876 and ask that a copy of our exchange 
of letters on this matter be included in the 
Congressional Record during consideration 
of the bill on the House floor. 

Sincerely, 
KEVIN BRADY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, April 25, 2017. 
Hon. KEVIN BRADY, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN BRADY: Thank you for 
your letter regarding H.R. 876, the ‘‘Aviation 
Employee Screening and Security Enhance-
ment Act of 2017.’’ I appreciate your support 
in bringing this legislation before the House 
of Representatives, and accordingly, under-
stand that the Committee on Ways and 
Means will not seek a sequential referral of 
the bill. 

The Committee on Homeland Security con-
curs with the mutual understanding that by 
foregoing consideration on this bill at this 
time, the Committee on Ways and Means 
does not waive any jurisdiction over the sub-
ject matter contained in this bill or similar 
legislation in the future. In addition, should 
a conference on this bill be necessary, I 
would support a request by the Committee 
on Ways and Means for conferees on those 
provisions within your jurisdiction. 

I will insert copies of this exchange in the 
Congressional Record during consideration 
of this bill on the House floor. I thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
876, the Aviation Employee Screening 
and Security Enhancement Act for 
2017. 

Mr. Speaker, last month, the Trans-
portation Security Administration 
issued a directive prohibiting travelers 
flying out of 10 airports in eight coun-

tries from carrying laptops and other 
large electronic devices aboard air-
planes. That decision was informed by 
intelligence that ISIS and other ter-
rorist organizations may have devel-
oped innovative ways to plant explo-
sives in electronic devices that TSA 
may not be able to detect. This swift 
action highlights the importance of 
TSA’s being able to adapt quickly in 
response to the ever-evolving terrorist 
threat landscape. 

Here, in the United States, we have 
been fortunate that there has never 
been a case where an airport worker 
has exploited their position to carry 
out a deadly attack on an airport, but 
we have seen such incidents abroad. 

Accordingly, Congress has given par-
ticular attention to the airport insider 
threat risk, and, in the 114th Congress, 
we enacted measures to enhance access 
controls at airports and improve secu-
rity vetting for airport workers. 

b 1715 
Today, we consider H.R. 876, a bill 

that seeks to address this risk by re-
quiring TSA to carry out a cost and 
feasibility study of incorporating new 
approaches to bolster access controls 
to a diverse range of airports. 

In an effort to help airports better 
understand the effectiveness of their 
current airport worker screening sys-
tems, the measure also directs TSA to 
increase covert testing of such sys-
tems. 

One feature of the bill that I want to 
highlight is a provision targeted at fos-
tering greater vigilance and awareness 
among airport workers regarding the 
insider threat risk. 

Specifically, it directs TSA to work 
with airport operators, air carriers, 
and unions to develop insider threat se-
curity awareness training for airport 
workers within 180 days of enactment 
of the bill. 

H.R. 876, which was introduced in 
February and approved by the full com-
mittee in March, has bipartisan sup-
port, including the support of Rep-
resentative BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN, 
the top-ranking Democrat on the 
Homeland Security Committee’s 
Transportation Security Sub-
committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of 
H.R. 876, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I echo the sentiment of 
my colleague, Mr. PAYNE. He is spot on 
in his discussion about the vulnerabili-
ties that have been highlighted over-
seas that can easily come our way if we 
don’t act on this bill. I applaud his 
comments and thank him for those. 

This issue is critical to the safety of 
traveling Americans. We must act 
today to close every known security 
gap. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
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the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KATKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 876, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY FOR 
CHILDREN ACT 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1372) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to ensure that the 
needs of children are considered in 
homeland security planning, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1372 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeland 
Security for Children Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE UNDER SEC-

RETARY FOR STRATEGY, POLICY, 
AND PLANS. 

Paragraph (6) of section 709(c) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 349(c)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, including feedback 
from organizations representing the needs of 
children,’’ after ‘‘stakeholder feedback’’. 
SEC. 3. TECHNICAL EXPERT AUTHORIZED. 

Paragraph (2) of section 503(b) of the Home-
land Security Act (6 U.S.C. 313(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(I) identify and integrate the needs of 
children into activities to prepare for, pro-
tect against, respond to, recover from, and 
mitigate against the risk of natural disas-
ters, acts of terrorism, and other manmade 
disasters, including catastrophic incidents, 
including by appointing a technical expert, 
who may consult with relevant outside orga-
nizations and experts, as necessary, to co-
ordinate such integration, as necessary.’’. 
SEC. 4. REPORT. 

Not later than one year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act and annually 
thereafter for five years, the Under Sec-
retary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans of the 
Department of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a report de-
scribing the efforts the Department has un-
dertaken to review and incorporate feedback 
from organizations representing the needs of 
children into Department policy in accord-
ance with paragraph (6) of section 709(c) of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added 
by section 2 of this Act), including informa-
tion on the following: 

(1) The designation of any individual re-
sponsible for carrying out such paragraph 
(6). 

(2) Any review, formal or informal, of De-
partment policies, programs, or activities to 
assess the suitability of such policies, pro-
grams, or activities for children and where 
feedback from organizations representing 
the needs of children should be reviewed and 
incorporated. 

(3) Any review, change, modification, or 
promulgation of Department policies, pro-
grams, or activities to ensure that such poli-
cies, programs, or activities are appropriate 
for children. 

(4) Coordination with organizations or ex-
perts outside the Department pursuant to 
such paragraph (6) conducted to inform any 
such review, change, modification, or pro-
mulgation of such policies, programs, or ac-
tivities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. DONOVAN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terials on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1372, the Homeland Security for 
Children Act. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
there are about 74 million children in 
the United States, and while we are 
constantly making progress to achieve 
national resilience in the face of the 
next emergency, we must continue to 
ensure special consideration is made to 
integrate emergency planning at the 
Department of Homeland Security that 
addresses the unique needs of children 
when emergencies arise. I want to 
thank Mr. PAYNE for introducing H.R. 
1372, which will ensure such consider-
ation is made. 

Recently, the Subcommittee on 
Emergency Preparedness, Response, 
and Communications held a series of 
hearings focused on the progress and 
the future of achieving national pre-
paredness in the face of events like 
Hurricane Katrina and Superstorm 
Sandy. Among the child safety efforts 
made in the last 10 years, FEMA cre-
ated the National Emergency Child Lo-
cator Center within the National Cen-
ter for Missing & Exploited Children to 
ensure the swift reunification of chil-
dren should a major emergency dis-
place communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I know this personally, 
having been an elected official on Stat-
en Island during the tragedy in lower 
Manhattan in September of 2001. All 
three bridges from Staten Island to 
New Jersey were closed, the Verrazano- 
Narrows Bridge was closed, and ferry 
service was stopped from Staten Island 
to Manhattan. We had many of our 
residents stuck at work in Manhattan. 

Their children were on Staten Island 
and could not be reached when being 
released from school. 

I know Mr. PAYNE can comment on 
this as well, but I just want to publicly 
thank him, because I experienced that 
myself. 

The subcommittee heard from weath-
er-tested first responders who, among 
other important issues, stressed the 
importance of integrating the needs of 
children into emergency planning, re-
minding us that, after all, children are 
not just mini-adults. 

While DHS and FEMA have taken 
steps to elevate the safety of our most 
important populations, DHS can still 
do more to ensure Department policies, 
programs, and activities to prepare for, 
protect against, respond to, recover 
from, and mitigate against disasters, 
and also consider the needs of children 
throughout our impacted communities. 

By authorizing a children’s needs 
technical expert at FEMA, as H.R. 1372 
seeks to do, we can make certain that 
the needs of children are integrated 
into emergency preparedness, protec-
tion, response, recovery, and mitiga-
tion activities. 

Further, H.R. 1372 will require DHS’s 
Office of Strategy, Policy, and Plans to 
appropriately consider the needs of 
children throughout Departmental ac-
tivities and report such efforts to Con-
gress. 

H.R. 1372 provides peace of mind that 
the future of our most treasured assets, 
our children, are safe in the face of 
emergencies. Additionally, the Con-
gressional Budget Office estimates that 
this legislation would not have a sig-
nificant impact on the Federal budget. 

I want to thank Chairman SHUSTER 
of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure and Chairman 
BARLETTA of the Transportation and 
Infrastructure’s Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Development, Public Buildings, 
and Emergency Management for work-
ing with the Committee on Homeland 
Security to see that this legislation re-
ceives timely consideration on the 
House floor. 

As chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Emergency Preparedness, Response, 
and Communications, I am committed 
to ensuring FEMA has resources at its 
disposal to meet its mission of safe-
guarding a more resilient nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my fellow 
Members to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 10, 2017. 
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write con-
cerning H.R. 1372, the ‘‘Homeland Security 
for Children Act.’’ This legislation includes 
matters that fall within the Rule X jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

In order to expedite Floor consideration of 
H.R. 1372, the Committee on Transportation 
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and Infrastructure will forgo action on this 
bill. However, this is conditional on our mu-
tual understanding that forgoing consider-
ation of the bill does not prejudice the Com-
mittee with respect to the appointment of 
conferees or to any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subject matters contained in 
the bill or similar legislation that fall within 
the Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction. I re-
quest you urge the Speaker to name mem-
bers of the Committee to any conference 
committee named to consider such provi-
sions. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest in the Congressional Record during 
House Floor consideration of the bill. I look 
forward to working with the Committee on 
Homeland Security as the bill moves 
through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, March 16, 2017. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER: Thank you for 

your letter regarding H.R. 1372, the ‘‘Home-
land Security for Children Act’’. I appreciate 
your support in bringing this legislation be-
fore the House of Representatives, and ac-
cordingly, understand that the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure will 
waive further consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on Homeland Security con-
curs with the mutual understanding that by 
foregoing a action on this bill at this time, 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure does not waive any jurisdiction 
over the subject matter contained in this bill 
or similar legislation in the future. In addi-
tion, should a conference on this bill be nec-
essary, I would support your request to have 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure represented on the conference 
committee. 

I will insert copies of this exchange in the 
Congressional Record during consideration 
of this bill on the House floor, I thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman, 
Committee on Homeland Security. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1372, the Homeland Security for 
Children Act. 

Mr. Speaker, children are not tiny 
adults, as was stated, but too often 
that is how the Federal policy treats 
them when there is not a deliberate ef-
fort to do otherwise. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, through its components, interacts 
with children regularly, and its policies 
have a direct impact on them. That is 
why I introduced H.R. 1372, the Home-
land Security for Children Act. 

H.R. 1372 would make integrating the 
unique needs of children a priority at 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
The bill directs the DHS Under Sec-
retary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans 
to solicit and incorporate feedback 
from children’s organizations into De-
partment-wide policies and activities. 

Additionally, H.R. 1372 would for-
mally authorize the existing children’s 

technical expert position at the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 
The position was established by former 
Administrator Fugate in response to a 
March 2015 recommendation by the 
FEMA National Advisory Council. 

At the time, the National Advisory 
Council had concluded that FEMA had 
made progress integrating the unique 
needs of children into disaster plans 
since Hurricane Katrina, despite the 
fact that it did not have a technical 
lead to emphasize and address chil-
dren’s issues. As a result, State and 
local governments and emergency 
managers were unaware of guidance re-
lated to children’s needs at the State 
and local level, leaving children vul-
nerable. 

According to Save the Children, 80 
percent of the National Commission on 
Children and Disasters’ recommenda-
tions from 2010 still remain open. 
Whatever progress has been made in in-
tegrating the needs of children in dis-
asters, it is clear there is still work left 
to be done. 

H.R. 1372 will ensure FEMA and DHS 
has the expertise necessary to do its 
part to ensure the unique needs of chil-
dren are integrated into relevant ac-
tivities, plans, and policies. 

The legislation has been endorsed by 
Save the Children, and former Admin-
istrator Fugate has said he supports ef-
forts to authorize the children’s needs 
technical expert at FEMA. 

Mr. Speaker, the Homeland Security 
for Children Act is commonsense, bi-
partisan legislation that will ensure 
that the needs of the most vulnerable 
among us are adequately integrated 
into homeland security and disaster 
policies planning. 

I would like to just state, Mr. Speak-
er, that this bill has been a long time 
coming. I was just reminded of its im-
portance by a program that I watched 
on television the other day about the 
tornadoes in Oklahoma, where we lost 
7 children in a school building that fell. 
It showed the disarray in the rest of 
the parents being able to be reunited 
with their children. This is a timely 
bill. 

Before I yield back, I would like to 
thank Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee Chairman SHUSTER 
and Ranking Member DEFAZIO for 
agreeing to exchange letters to expe-
dite consideration of H.R. 1372 on the 
floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I once 
again urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1372, as amended, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
DONOVAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1372, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1730 

U.S. WANTS TO COMPETE FOR A 
WORLD EXPO ACT 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 534) to require the 
Secretary of State to take such actions 
as may be necessary for the United 
States to rejoin the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 534 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘U.S. Wants 
to Compete for a World Expo Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Bureau of International Expo-

sitions (BIE) is the organization responsible 
for governing World Fairs and International 
Expositions. 

(2) Section 1(a) of Public Law 91–269 (22 
U.S.C. 2801(a)) found that ‘‘international ex-
positions . . . have a significant impact on 
the economic growth of the region sur-
rounding the exposition and . . . are impor-
tant instruments of national policy’’. 

(3) The United States has not been an ac-
tive member of the BIE since 2001. 

(4) State and local governments and pri-
vate entities in the United States have con-
tinued to participate in international expo-
sitions held in foreign countries as a means 
of promoting United States exports and cre-
ating jobs, but face significantly higher costs 
for such participation because the United 
States is not an active member. 

(5) State and local governments and pri-
vate entities in the United States have ex-
pressed interest in an international expo-
sition being hosted in the United States, but 
the bid of a United States city, region, or 
State to host an international exposition is 
unlikely to be successful if the United States 
is not a member of the BIE. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the United States should rejoin the BIE 

immediately to promote domestic job cre-
ation, global branding, and tourism to the 
United States; 

(2) the Secretary of State, in partnership 
with the Secretary of Commerce, State and 
local governments, and private and non-prof-
it entities, should take all necessary steps to 
facilitate the timely submission of a request 
to rejoin the BIE; and 

(3) funding for the participation of the 
United States in international expositions or 
other events facilitated by the BIE should 
continue to be privately solicited and 
sourced, in accordance with existing law. 
SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State is 
authorized to take such actions as the Sec-
retary determines necessary for the United 
States to rejoin and maintain membership in 
the BIE. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT PRIVATE CON-
TRIBUTIONS.—In addition to funds otherwise 
available to the Secretary to carry out this 
section, the Secretary is authorized to ac-
cept contributions for such purpose. 
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(c) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of State 

shall notify the Committees on Foreign Af-
fairs and Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committees on Foreign 
Relations and Appropriations of the Senate 
upon taking any action under subsection (a). 
SEC. 5. CONTINUATION OF PROHIBITION ON USE 

OF FEDERAL FUNDS FOR WORLD’S 
FAIR PAVILIONS AND EXHIBITS. 

Nothing in this Act may be construed to 
authorize any obligation or expenditure pro-
hibited by section 204 of the Admiral James 
W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2000 
and 2001 (22 U.S.C. 2452b) (relating to limita-
tions on the obligation or expenditure of 
funds by the Department of State for a 
United States pavilion or exhibit at an inter-
national exposition or world’s fair registered 
by the BIE). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BASS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include any extraneous material in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 534, the U.S. 
Wants to Compete for a World Expo 
Act. As always, I appreciate the assist-
ance of the ranking member, Mr. 
ENGEL, in expediting this legislation. I 
would like to commend two of our body 
here, Mr. TOM EMMER and Ms. BETTY 
MCCOLLUM. We thank them and their 
Minnesota colleagues for their leader-
ship on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will enable 
American citizens and our businesses 
and State and local governments to 
once again compete on an even footing 
against foreign countries to host a 
World Expo here in the United States. 
It does so by authorizing the Secretary 
of State to take those steps necessary 
to rejoin the Bureau of International 
Expositions. This BIE, as it is called, is 
the organization that governs World 
Expos, and it determines which cities 
get to host such an event. 

The United States originally joined 
the BIE back in 1928, but it withdrew 
from active membership in 2001. Unfor-
tunately, the rules of the BIE make it 
virtually impossible for bids from non-
member nations to compete against 
bids from member nations. This bill 
will revise this. It will reverse the 
longstanding position, and we can lend 
our support to a recent surge of Amer-
ican interest in once again hosting a 
World Expo in the United States. 

Citizens from Minnesota have devel-
oped a comprehensive bid and are ac-
tively competing against cities in Ar-
gentina and Poland to host the 2023 

World Expo, but since these countries 
are BIE members, the U.S. must rejoin 
the BIE in order for Minnesota to com-
pete on an even playing field when the 
BIE makes its recommendations to the 
selection committee in May. 

It is not just Minnesota that is inter-
ested in this. At least five other U.S. 
States and cities are actively exploring 
hosting a World Expo in the future, in-
cluding Los Angeles and San Francisco 
from my home State of California. 
These cities know that World Expos 
create American jobs. They promote 
American exports. They enhance the 
image of America around the world. In-
deed, in November, the Departments of 
Commerce and State submitted reports 
to the President certifying that the 
Minnesota proposal was in the national 
interest of the United States and had 
guaranteed financial support from 
State, from local, from private, and 
other sources. 

Members should know that U.S. law 
requires that the cost of hosting or 
participating in a World Expo be fund-
ed entirely by private donors. This bill 
does not change that. In fact, it reaf-
firms that requirement. This bill also 
specifically authorizes the Department 
of State to accept private contribu-
tions in order to cover any costs asso-
ciated with rejoining the organization. 
Indeed, the organizers of Minnesota’s 
2023 Expo bid have committed to do 
just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 534 in order to once 
again give the American people the op-
portunity to host a World Expo here in 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in strong support of the U.S. 
Wants to Compete for a World Expo 
Act. Let me thank our chairman, ED 
ROYCE, for his leadership of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. I also want 
to thank my colleagues from Min-
nesota, Ms. MCCOLLUM and Mr. EMMER, 
for their hard work on this measure. 

World Fairs and World Expos explore 
and bring millions of people together 
from around the globe. They drive bil-
lions of dollars of investment to host 
cities, and they provide a forum for 
working toward new and creative solu-
tions to serious problems. Across more 
than a century, these Expos have given 
us some of the world’s most iconic ar-
chitecture: the Golden Gate Bridge, the 
Space Needle, and the Eiffel Tower. 
They have brought together world 
leaders and experts to discuss topics 
ranging from nutrition to the future of 
energy. 

The last Expo held in the United 
States was in 1984, and Minnesota is a 
potential candidate to host the 2023 
World Expo. This Expo could bring in 
about 12 million visitors and $4 billion 
of revenue to Minnesota and connect 
the public and private sector to discuss 
Wellness and Well-Being for All. 

Mr. Speaker, we are at a grave dis-
advantage in competing for this event. 

In 2001, at the direction of Congress, 
the State Department withdrew from 
numerous international associations, 
including the Bureau of International 
Expositions, or BIE. Then-Secretary of 
State Colin Powell warned that this ac-
tion could force the U.S. to pay a high-
er fee for participation and decrease 
the chance of an American city being 
selected as a host city. 

We are currently facing these con-
sequences. As a nonmember of the BIE, 
the United States faces significantly 
higher costs to participate in expo-
sitions and will also face substantial 
barriers in hosting since preference is 
given to member nations. 

Mr. Speaker, the remedy is simple. 
We must rejoin the BIE. Private sector 
companies have shown interest in pay-
ing membership dues, so rejoining the 
BIE would not be an additional burden 
to taxpayers. 

Hosting the World Expo would in-
crease revenue and tourism to Min-
nesota and the U.S. generally, put us at 
the forefront of international discus-
sion on health, and increase our 
chances to hold specialized and World 
Expos in the future. I am proud of the 
hard work that has gone into this by 
my colleagues. I am glad once again 
that we are working in a bipartisan 
manner to pass legislation that ad-
vances our interests. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I include in the RECORD two letters 
of support for this bill. One is from the 
administration, and the other is from 
ExpoUSA, the United States World’s 
Fairs Council. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, DC, April 24, 2017. 
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Department of 
State appreciates Congress’ interest in fa-
cilitating the bids of states to host inter-
national expositions. Not only do such 
events potentially generate considerable eco-
nomic benefits but they also create ideal op-
portunities for showcasing American com-
mercial capabilities to interested inter-
national audiences. This is consistent with 
the President’s policy to promote domestic 
job growth and American innovation. 

As the Bureau of International Expositions 
(BIE) is the international organization re-
sponsible for selecting venues offered by bid-
ders, the chances of U.S. bidders being se-
lected would be greatly enhanced if the U.S. 
were to renew and maintain its membership 
in the BIE. H.R. 534, the ‘‘U.S. Wants to 
Compete for a World Expo Act’’, as amended, 
would provide the needed permissive author-
ity for the Secretary of State to do so. 

Further, the Department greatly appre-
ciates the efforts of Congress to ensure the 
bill is consistent with similar authoriza-
tions. Insofar as BIE has advised of the need 
for United States membership to be renewed 
by May 12, 2017, to ensure timely consider-
ation of the Minnesota Expo 2023 bid, the De-
partment urges that, if possible, the bill be 
passed quickly. This will enable the Depart-
ment to take the necessary steps to renew 
membership, enhancing prospects that state 
bids to host upcoming expositions will pre-
vail. With the U.S. membership within BIE, 
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costs for states to bid and host will be de-
creased by half and provide long-term sav-
ings for U.S. businesses interested in partici-
pating in future expos, both domestically 
and internationally. 

Finally, expeditious renewal of United 
States membership in the BIE will return 
the United States to the decision-making 
body for future World’s Fairs and Expos, off-
setting the growing influence of other coun-
tries, such as China. 

The Office of Management and Budget has 
no objection to the views expressed in this 
letter. 

Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
JOSEPH E. MACMANUS, 

Bureau of Legislative Affairs. 

EXPOUSA, THE UNITED STATES 
WORLD’S FAIRS COUNCIL, 

April 19, 2017. 
Hon. ED ROYCE, 
Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. ELIOT ENGEL, 
Ranking Member, House Foreign Affairs Com-

mittee, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE AND RANKING MEM-
BER ENGEL: On behalf of ExpoUSA and Min-
nesota’s World’s Fair Bid Committee, we 
write in support of The U.S. Wants to Com-
pete for a World Expo Act (H.R. 534). This 
bill authorizes the United States to rejoin 
Bureau of International Exhibitions (BIE), 
the organization that coordinates World’s 
Fairs, also known as Expos. Renewing mem-
bership in the BIE will promote public diplo-
macy, U.S. exports and travel and tourism. 
It will also ensure that U.S. cities wanting 
to host Expos will have that opportunity to 
compete against cities around the world. 
H.R. 534 has gained bipartisan and national 
support. 

While the U.S. has not hosted a World’s 
Fair in more than 30 years, there’s been a 
surge of local interest over the past few 
years. Houston, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Las Vegas, and Philadelphia have actively 
considered bidding for future Expos, and the 
U.S. Government gave official support for 
Minnesota’s bid to host a World’s Fair in 2023 
focused on health and wellness. After passing 
a rigorous review by the United States Com-
merce Department, State Department, and 
the White House, the State Department for-
mally recommended Minnesota’s bid to the 
BIE. Minnesota will now compete against 
Buenos Aires, Argentina and Lodz, Poland. 
Voting will take place at the BIE General 
Council meeting in November 2017. 

Under current rules, the BIE is required to 
discriminate against bids from non-member 
countries if there are competing proposals 
from member countries. Since Argentina and 
Poland are BIE members, the U.S. must re-
join the BIE in order for Minnesota to com-
pete against these foreign bidders when the 
BIE makes its recommendations to the se-
lection committee in May. Therefore, Con-
gress must pass legislation authorizing the 
Secretary of State to rejoin the BIE by May 
13, 2017 in order for Minnesota’s bid to be via-
ble. 

Expos held in the U.S. are local initiatives 
that are funded entirely by the private sec-
tor; therefore no taxpayer money will be 
used to pay for Expo 2023. Additionally, if 
Congress acts to rejoin the BIE, ExpoUSA 
stands ready to pay the costs of BIE mem-
bership with private sector funds, including 
membership dues both past and current, in 
order to save money by reducing fees and to 
give Minnesota and the U.S. a renewed voice 
in the BIE. 

World’s Fairs are the largest gatherings 
held on the planet, generating billions of dol-

lars in economic activity for the region and 
country in which they are held. Expo 2023 
will attract 12 million visitors, generating 
22,000 jobs in the upper Midwest region, pay-
ing an annual wage of $47,000, and another 
18,000 jobs nationwide in the tourism, travel, 
and hospitality sectors. Total economic im-
pact in the Twin Cities metropolitan area 
will be $1.4 billion. International visitor 
spending will total $581 million, and on aver-
age will stay 6 days in Minnesota and an-
other 5 days in other locations around the 
United States. 

We ask for your support in expeditiously 
moving legislation authorizing the United 
States to rejoin the BIE. 

Thank you for consideration of our request 
and for your interest in helping cities like 
Minneapolis/St. Paul bid on future World’s 
Fairs. 

Sincerely, 
MARK RITCHIE, 

President and CEO, 
Minnesota World’s 
Fair Bid Committee, 
Board Member, 
ExpoUSA. 

MANUEL DELGADO, 
Chairman, ExpoUSA. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. EMMER). He is the 
author of this bill. He has worked very 
hard preparing this legislation for pas-
sage. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. I thank 
Chairman ED ROYCE, Ranking Member 
ENGEL as well, and the entire staff on 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs for 
working to get this important legisla-
tion to the floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, when many Americans 
look back in our Nation’s history, they 
remember the iconic nature of the 1962 
World’s Fair in Seattle or the 1939 and 
1964 World’s Fairs in New York. Those 
events highlighted the best the United 
States had to offer in science, tech-
nology, and innovation, all while bring-
ing visitors and revenue to this great 
country. 

While the United States remains a 
global leader in these fields, our coun-
try has been noticeably absent over the 
past three decades when it comes to 
hosting a World’s Fair. In fact, New Or-
leans was the last city in the United 
States to host a World’s Fair in 1984. 
But it is time for that to change and to 
bring this incredible event back to our 
great country. 

Thankfully, in recent years there has 
been an upsurge of local interest in 
hosting a World’s Fair. Exploratory 
committees in Houston, Los Angeles, 
Las Vegas, Minneapolis, Philadelphia, 
and San Francisco are actively consid-
ering bidding to host a future World’s 
Fair. Currently, my home State of 
Minnesota is competing against Argen-
tina and Poland to do just that, with 
the goal of hosting the 2023 World 
Expo. However, under the current 
rules, the Bureau of International Ex-
positions will not give bids submitted 
by a nonmember country the same con-
sideration as those from a country who 
is a member of the organization. 

For those of you who may not know, 
the Bureau of International Expo-

sitions is the intergovernmental orga-
nization in charge of overseeing and 
regulating World Expos. Despite being 
one of the founding members in 1928, 
the United States has not been a mem-
ber since 2001. The U.S. must renew its 
membership so Minneapolis and every 
city across the country can have an op-
portunity to host a World’s Fair. 

That is why I have introduced and I 
am happy to see H.R. 534 under consid-
eration before the House today. The 
U.S. Wants to Compete for a World 
Expo Act provides the Secretary of 
State with the authority to rejoin the 
Bureau of International Expositions so 
that U.S. cities can compete against 
foreign cities to host a World Expo. 
The 6-month World Expo, held every 5 
years, can draw millions of visitors and 
generate billions of dollars in tourism, 
construction, and other job-creating 
economic activity, all while promoting 
exports of U.S. products around the 
world. 

In Minnesota’s case, a 2016 economic 
analysis conducted by Rockport Ana-
lytics found that hosting the 2023 
World Expo will attract 12 million visi-
tors, create almost 22,000 jobs, yield 
$185.3 million in State and local tax 
revenue, and generate $1.5 billion in 
total economic benefits. This legisla-
tion also has safeguards for protecting 
taxpayers and ensuring proper use of 
funds. Recognizing the difficult fiscal 
climate our country currently faces, 
H.R. 534 authorizes the use of private 
funds to pay outstanding as well as fu-
ture membership dues. It also main-
tains taxpayer safeguards which pro-
hibit tax dollars from being used to 
fund a United States pavilion or ex-
hibit at an international exposition or 
World’s Fair. 

By approving this legislation today, 
we will give American cities the ability 
to compete with other cities around 
the world to host future Expos and 
World’s Fairs where we can showcase 
American innovation and success while 
continuing to be wise stewards of the 
taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars. 

Again, I thank Chairman ROYCE and 
Ranking Member ENGEL in helping 
bring this legislation to the floor 
today. I urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to support this legis-
lation, and I look forward to bringing 
the next World’s Fair back to the 
United States. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

World Expos are designed to show-
case a nation’s products, the tech-
nology, the innovative spirit. And what 
nation on Earth produces more innova-
tive products and technology than the 
United States or has a better or more 
skilled workforce? 

Simply put, when Americans com-
pete in the world on an even footing, 
America wins. It is therefore in our in-
terest to once again compete to host a 
World Expo. 
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This bill does that by empowering 

our fellow citizens to mount competi-
tive private bids to bring a World Expo 
to the U.S., and it does so while main-
taining a sound legal requirement that 
participation in Expos continue to be 
privately funded. It goes further to per-
mit private funding for the relatively 
modest cost to rejoin the BIE. That is 
why this measure has the support of 
Members from both parties and the ad-
ministration, which has written that 
H.R. 534 is consistent with the Presi-
dent’s policy to promote domestic job 
growth and American innovation. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this measure and give our fellow 
Americans the chance to compete and 
win a World Expo for America. I again 
thank the bill’s committed sponsors, 
Representatives TOM EMMER and BETTY 
MCCOLLUM. I want to give a special 
thanks to Sean O’Neill, a detailee on 
my staff, whose skill and dedication 
have made today’s consideration of 
this measure possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 534, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1745 

RELATING TO EFFORTS TO RE-
SPOND TO THE FAMINE IN 
SOUTH SUDAN 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 187) re-
lating to efforts to respond to the fam-
ine in South Sudan, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 187 

Whereas on February 20, 2017, famine was 
formally declared in parts of South Sudan; 

Whereas South Sudan is the world’s newest 
nation and for the past three years has expe-
rienced an ongoing armed conflict and the 
deliberate hindrance by the Government of 
South Sudan of humanitarian access to op-
position communities in need; 

Whereas due to this deliberate action on 
the part of the Government of South Sudan 
and the armed opposition to prolong the con-
flict South Sudan is experiencing a ‘‘man- 
made’’ famine currently affecting 100,000 
people; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) food insecurity is already prevalent 
in South Sudan and the ongoing conflict is 
exacerbating the situation; 

Whereas the United Nations has reported 
that 4,900,000 people, over 40 percent of the 
population, are in urgent need of food, agri-
culture, and nutritional assistance; 

Whereas there are 1,900,000 Internally Dis-
placed Persons (IDPs) residing in South 
Sudan and according to the United Nations 
High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) an 
average of approximately 2,400 South Suda-
nese refugees arrive in Uganda every day; 

Whereas 1,000,000 children in South Sudan 
are suffering from malnutrition in part due 
to the deliberate actions of the Government 
of South Sudan, at the same time according 
to United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) there are more 
than 17,000 child soldiers forced into combat; 

Whereas an anticipated 5,500,000 people are 
at risk for starvation by mid-year and with-
out urgent humanitarian intervention civil-
ians will continue to die from acute mal-
nutrition and millions more will remain at 
risk; 

Whereas failure to act prior to the upcom-
ing rainy season May to August, will further 
impede humanitarian efforts; 

Whereas the areas where famine has been 
declared have seen some of the most intense 
fighting; 

Whereas USAID has been a leading pro-
vider of humanitarian support to South 
Sudan, including more than 620,000 tons of 
life-saving food assistance since the conflict 
broke out in 2013; and 

Whereas support provided by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO), UNICEF, and the World Food 
Program have been critical in reducing the 
number of civilians at risk of severe mal-
nutrition: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that— 

(A) the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
should continue to provide immediate and 
robust assistance to respond to the famine in 
South Sudan by providing food and other es-
sential resources and to collaborate with 
international relief organizations, such as 
World Food Program and others in an effort 
to reach vulnerable populations; and 

(B) the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development 
should be encouraged to continue to provide 
desperately needed and locally appropriate 
food aid through the Food for Peace and 
Emergency Food Security Programs; and 

(2) the House of Representatives— 
(A) calls upon the Government of South 

Sudan to declare and observe a cessation of 
hostilities to allow food and essential sup-
plies to reach affected civilians; 

(B) urges specifically that the Government 
of South Sudan allow immediate and unre-
stricted humanitarian access to southern 
Unity, where the famine is currently under-
way; 

(C) condemns all threats and violence 
against civilian populations and aid workers, 
including the over 70 humanitarian aid work-
ers killed since the conflict began and the 
brutal attack by the South Sudanese mili-
tary on humanitarian aid workers, including 
Americans, at the Terrain Camp in July 2016; 

(D) condemns the multiple instances in 
which security forces have looted humani-
tarian assistance destined for civilians in 
need; and 

(E) supports effort of the United States 
Government, working with partners in the 
international community, including the 
United Nations, the African Union, and the 
European Union, to facilitate humanitarian 
access to affected areas, and encourages 
greater diplomatic pressure on the parties to 
return to the negotiation table to stop the 
violence, and to allow full humanitarian ac-
cess. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BASS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include any extraneous material in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in July of 2011, all of us 
here celebrated the establishment of 
the world’s newest nation. Finally, 
South Sudan had emerged after more 
than 20 years of brutal suppression by 
the government in Khartoum and a war 
that saw some of the worst human 
rights atrocities of our time. They 
emerged out of that. 

Tragically, though, the celebration 
was short-lived. By December of 2013, a 
long-simmering rivalry between two 
leaders—South Sudan’s ethnic Dinka 
President and ethnic Nuer Vice Presi-
dent—exploded in violence, and South 
Sudan became embroiled in yet an-
other deadly civil conflict. 

Today, over 100,000 people are starv-
ing to death; 5.5 million people—half of 
the population—are at risk of starving 
by July; and 3.6 million people have 
been displaced by conflict and famine 
with 7,000 newly displaced South Suda-
nese crossing the Ugandan border each 
and every week. 

In February, famine was declared in 
two of the areas that have experienced 
the heaviest fighting. 

Let’s be clear: the famine unfolding 
across South Sudan is completely man-
made. The leaders who have unleashed 
this horror upon the citizens that they 
are meant to represent—Salva Kiir and 
Riek Machar—have plundered billions 
of dollars in oil revenues and donor in-
vestment, manipulated ethnic tensions, 
and armed proxy militias. They have, 
as we can share with you, recruited 
child soldiers, killed U.N. peacekeeping 
forces, and forcibly displaced millions 
of their citizens—civilians who have 
been run from their homes. 

Lifesaving humanitarian supplies 
have been looted by the government 
and by the opposition. The government 
has blocked humanitarian access 
through bureaucratic manipulation 
and through sheer brute force. Humani-
tarian workers have been deliberately 
targeted. They have been abused, 
raped, and murdered with impunity. 
Yes, humanitarian workers. South 
Sudan is now the most dangerous place 
in the world for humanitarians. 

It is also the most dangerous place 
for their own citizens because they are 
treated the same way by these two so- 
called leaders. And those South Sudan 
leaders have, in effect, become exactly 
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like the government in Khartoum that 
their people fought against for decades. 

This is appalling. This is unconscion-
able. It cannot stand. Congress, work-
ing with our Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Nikki Haley, and many other 
concerned countries, must make sure 
those who bear responsibility for this 
calamity are held to account through 
sanctions and other tools. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BASS), the 
ranking member of the Africa, Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International Organizations Sub-
committee, for introducing this timely 
and important resolution, which seeks 
to bring attention to the humanitarian 
catastrophe unfolding in South Sudan, 
because in South Sudan it gets worse 
by the day. It has not mattered what 
arguments we have brought to bear 
against the President and the Vice 
President. Many world leaders and 
many of us have had these arguments 
face-to-face. 

This resolution makes clear that the 
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment should have the flexibility to tai-
lor their response by using market- 
based food aid where appropriate, and 
U.S. commodities where needed. We 
need to ensure that food is not being 
used as a weapon in this civil war, and 
flexible food aid can help. 

I urge all Members to join me in sup-
porting this resolution and, more im-
portantly, in continuing to dem-
onstrate the compassion of the Amer-
ican people through lifesaving humani-
tarian assistance. Deep, arbitrary cuts 
to U.S. humanitarian assistance pro-
grams at a time when we are facing 
famine in four countries beset by vio-
lence—including countries where we 
are fighting designated terrorist 
groups—would be reckless and irre-
sponsible. Millions of lives are hanging 
in the balance. It is in the U.S. interest 
to respond in South Sudan, just as it is 
in these other countries. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to express my 
strong support for H. Res. 187, Relating 
to Efforts to Respond to the Famine in 
South Sudan, as amended, which 
passed out of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and has received bipartisan 
support. 

As always, Mr. Speaker, I thank and 
appreciate the leadership of Chairman 
ROYCE, Chairman SMITH, and Ranking 
Member ENGEL. 

The United Nations has declared 
what is going on now in four countries 
as potentially the worse humanitarian 
crisis since the U.N. was formed in 1945. 
Famine has been declared in one coun-
try, and three others are at risk of 
famine. Famine might be averted in 
Somalia if the rains come. In Nigeria 
and Yemen, famine might be averted if 
the world acts in time. 

But South Sudan, which is the 
world’s newest nation, is currently ex-

periencing famine. The United Nations 
defines famine as meaning over 20 per-
cent of the population has access to 
only 2,100 calories per day. Thirty per-
cent of children are malnourished. And 
2 to 4 people die per day because of lack 
of food. Tragically, South Sudan meets 
all three conditions. 

Over the years, the U.S. has played a 
leadership role in the region. The U.S. 
has helped South Sudan throughout 
their struggle for independence, and 
has tried to help the world’s newest na-
tion over the last several years before 
and during the conflict. 

The tragedy is the people of South 
Sudan are in the midst of a famine, not 
because of a drought or other natural 
disaster, but because of ongoing con-
flict. There is heavy responsibility on 
all sides of the fighting. There is no in-
nocent party here. 

In South Sudan, the U.N. has re-
ported roughly 5 million people who 
are in urgent need of food and nutri-
tional assistance. There are almost 2 
million internally displaced persons in 
camps in South Sudan, and 2,400 South 
Sudanese refugees arrive in Uganda 
every single day. 

If the world does not act, 5 million 
people will be at risk for starvation by 
mid-2017. Without urging humanitarian 
intervention, more civilians will con-
tinue to die from acute malnutrition, 
and millions more will remain at risk. 

If we fail to act prior to the upcom-
ing rainy season, which is May to Au-
gust, this will create additional prob-
lems that will further impede humani-
tarian efforts. Unfortunately, the areas 
where famine has been declared have 
also seen some of the most intense 
fighting. 

The amendment to H. Res. 187 calls 
for USAID to continue providing des-
perately needed and locally appro-
priate food aid through the Food for 
Peace and Emergency Food Security 
Programs, and calls on the Govern-
ment of South Sudan to declare and ob-
serve a cessation of hostilities to allow 
food and essential supplies to reach af-
fected civilians. 

The resolution urges the Government 
of South Sudan to allow immediate and 
unrestricted humanitarian access to 
the southern unity region, where the 
famine is currently underway. 

The amendment also condemns all 
threats and violence against civilian 
populations and aid workers, including 
over 70 humanitarian aid workers that 
have been killed since the conflict 
began. 

The resolution condemns the brutal 
attack by the South Sudanese military 
on humanitarian aid workers, includ-
ing Americans at the Terrain Camp in 
July of last year. 

The resolution condemns the mul-
tiple instances in which security forces 
have looted humanitarian assistance 
destined for civilians in need, and sup-
ports the effort of the U.S. Government 
working with partners in the inter-
national community, including the 
U.N., the African Union, and the Euro-

pean Union, to facilitate humanitarian 
access to affected areas, and encour-
ages greater diplomatic pressure on the 
parties to return to the negotiation 
table to stop the violence and to allow 
full humanitarian access. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 4 minutes to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Africa, Global Health, 
Global Human Rights, and Inter-
national Organizations. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished 
chairman for yielding and for his lead-
ership. I especially thank my good 
friend and colleague, Ms. BASS, for this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, last August, my staff 
director Greg Simpkins and I visited 
Juba, South Sudan, to press President 
Salva Kiir, his Vice President, the min-
ister of defense, and five of his top gen-
erals to end the civil war, protect inno-
cent lives, and reverse the conditions 
causing rampant disease and severe 
malnutrition that could soon lead to a 
famine. 

Mr. Speaker, just 2 months ago, fam-
ine was formally declared in South 
Sudan. I especially asked President 
Kiir to personally intervene and issue 
and enforce an executive order of zero 
tolerance on rape and sexual abuse by 
his soldiers and security personnel 
against mostly humanitarian aid work-
ers and civilians. I told the President 
that it was unconscionable in the ex-
treme that South Sudanese soldiers 
had raped, beaten, and murdered hu-
manitarian aid workers in July at the 
Terrain compound. One of those work-
ers that was sexually assaulted, as it 
turned out, was from my own district. 
I didn’t know until 3 days before leav-
ing on that trip that she was in the 
compound and came close to being 
raped and it was the intervention of 
other forces that precluded her from 
suffering that horrible trauma, but she 
was, indeed, severely traumatized. 

I asked him for a review to hold peo-
ple to account and put them in prison— 
yes, there have been arrests, but there 
have been no prosecutions yet—and, 
again, to issue a zero tolerance policy. 

On March 28, I chaired a hearing on 
the famine and the growing crisis in 
South Sudan, which is also being 
chaired by some of the other neigh-
boring countries in the region. 

Matt Nims, the acting director of the 
Office of Food for Peace testified that 
for 3 years the international commu-
nity has employed massive efforts to 
stave off famine in South Sudan. Yet, 
as conflict intensified, the food secu-
rity situation continued to deteriorate. 
And he said: 

This is a man-made crisis and the direct 
consequence of prolonged conflict. 

Ken Isaacs, the vice president of Sa-
maritan’s Purse—and Samaritan’s 
Purse has an extensive footprint in 
South Sudan doing unbelievably great 
humanitarian work—testified: 
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The most significant driver of the current 

crisis in the worst hit areas of South Sudan, 
however, is the political insecurity and bru-
tal conflict that continues to engulf the re-
gion. In South Sudan alone, 1.85 million peo-
ple have been internally displaced because. 
Because of this, many people are calling this 
a man-made famine, and it is hard to argue 
with that assessment. 

Today, the United Nations reports 
that two-thirds of South Sudan’s popu-
lation requires humanitarian assist-
ance, and almost 5 million people— 
more than 40 percent of the popu-
lation—are in urgent need of food, agri-
culture, and nutritional assistance. 

Clearly, the Government of South 
Sudan and the rebels they face are 
more interested in winning and holding 
territory than in finding ways to feed 
and nurture their people and allow hu-
manitarian access. Two months ago, 
there were 70 humanitarian-access inci-
dents reported, causing suspension of 
operations in multiple locations. Aid 
workers are being targeted in South 
Sudan, where eight Samaritan’s Purse 
workers were kidnapped and later re-
leased in February, and six African aid 
workers in South Sudan were killed in 
March. 

Stephen O’Brien, the head of the U.N. 
Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs, accused South Sudan’s 
Government of blocking foods and 
medicines and restricting U.N. peace-
keepers from protecting civilians. He 
described active hostility, access deni-
als, and bureaucratic impediments to 
humanitarian organizations serving 
that beleaguered nation. This is a man-
made crisis. This resolution puts us on 
record and, again, encourages our ad-
ministration and the world to do more 
to end it. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. CROWLEY), my good friend 
and Democratic Caucus chairman. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding to me. I 
want to recognize the bipartisan sup-
port for this resolution. It heartens me. 
I know of the great work of the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BASS) for 
quite some time, as well as others on 
the other side of the aisle, on this 
issue. 

She, along with the Sudan Caucus, 
the Africa Subcommittee, and the CBC 
Africa Task Force have been working 
every day in a very tenacious way to 
draw attention to this issue and de-
mand a strong international response. 

b 1800 

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that 
this is a crisis. I agree with my col-
league and friend from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH): it is a manmade crisis. 

The United Nations is reporting that 
the current situation in a number of 
countries in Africa and the Middle East 
constitutes the most serious humani-
tarian crisis since its founding over 70 
years ago. In South Sudan alone, 
100,000 people are in a state of famine 
as we speak, and up to 5 million more 
are in serious danger of being in fam-

ine. These are men, women, and chil-
dren who are in danger of not having 
enough food and water. 

The simple fact is, without inter-
national aid and assistance, people will 
die—many people will die. But it 
doesn’t have to be this way. The world 
is smart enough and resourceful 
enough to ensure that the worst of this 
tragedy can be prevented before the 
situation gets further out of hand, but 
it is going to take a full-court press by 
this administration, by the State De-
partment, and by the international 
community. 

I grew up in Queens, New York, in an 
Irish-American family. At an early age, 
I learned of the Great Hunger in Ire-
land that killed more than 1 million 
people and forced more than 2 million 
more to flee. Those Irish didn’t have to 
die just because a potato crop went 
bad. 

In Ireland at the time, food was actu-
ally being exported out of Ireland while 
people starved. So it was starvation 
not only because of food loss, but also 
because of politics and repression— 
very much the same situation that ex-
ists in parts of Africa and in Yemen— 
and only politics could ultimately 
change the underlying conditions in 
Ireland. 

Now, we need both aid and political 
pressure to help stop this famine and 
all of the ongoing famines now. So I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to support this legislation. I urge 
that the State Department: Seize the 
bull by the horns and take action. 
Don’t let history look back on America 
and say: Why did you not do enough 
while millions starved? Let history re-
flect the goodness of the heart of the 
American people, which I know exists. 

To this day, the people of Ireland re-
member the sultans from the then- 
Ottoman Empire that helped. They re-
member the Choctaw Nation, who gave 
$700 during the 1840s to help the starv-
ing Irish. 

Let America be that shining country 
in the future when Africa looks back 
and says: Who was there to help? Let it 
be America. That is the American way. 
Working with our allies, America will 
succeed in preventing this famine if we 
move expeditiously. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PAYNE). 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, 100,000 peo-
ple in South Sudan are at risk of star-
vation. Turmoil in the country could 
push another 5.5 million people into 
life-threatening hunger by summer. 
This hunger crisis in Sudan is man-
made, the result of a civil war that has 
decimated the agriculture and de-
stroyed the economy, and it will take 
humanitarian action to fix it. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of H. 
Res. 187, introduced by Congresswoman 
KAREN BASS. This resolution aids the 
people of South Sudan by increasing 
emergency assistance to address the 

famine, and it calls on the Government 
of South Sudan to allow unrestricted 
humanitarian access to displaced and 
starving populations. 

I urge my colleagues to pass this res-
olution. It is essential that the South 
Sudanese Government and opposition 
forces cease their inhumane blocking 
of humanitarian workers and permit 
the delivery of assistance to the South 
Sudanese. Millions of lives are at 
stake. 

As my late father, Donald Payne, the 
Member in this seat prior to me, fought 
for this Nation to exist over a decade of 
work here in the Congress, to now see 
what is going on, he was able to get the 
situation in Darfur labeled a genocide. 
I hope the next generation of Paynes 
does not have to do the same thing in 
South Sudan. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE), my good 
friend and colleague and the chair of 
the Nigeria Caucus. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the distinguished lady for her 
commitment and this very important 
resolution, and the opportunities to 
meet with her and advocate as she con-
venes the South Sudan and Sudan Cau-
cus and works as the ranking member 
on the Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Subcommittee on Africa, with our 
chairman, Mr. SMITH; and, of course, I 
thank Mr. ROYCE and Mr. ENGEL, lead-
ing the full committee; and those who 
came to the floor, Mr. CROWLEY, and 
certainly Mr. PAYNE, who has a legacy 
that he is holding in such high esteem 
by his own leadership. 

I was in South Sudan with the late 
Congressman Donald Payne as the 
right to return was implemented, and 
the individuals who were fleeing Sudan 
came with joy and tears. As they 
exited the buses that were bringing 
them in, they clearly were joyful. This 
was a homecoming. 

We look forward to a great recogni-
tion of the assets and minerals and var-
ious wealth that Sudan, South Sudan 
could have to help all of its people and 
even to try and help those still in 
Darfur even though in Sudan. 

We met with the then-President and 
Vice President, who have now turned it 
into an enormous conflict and rising up 
against each other and killing and 
causing people to flee. 

And so I want to congratulate Con-
gresswoman BASS for this resolution, 
for us to be on record relating to ef-
forts to respond to the famine in South 
Sudan. And I take this moment just to 
read this story about a woman who is 
an example of what the fear and fright 
is: 

‘‘By day, Mary Nyarac scours swamps 
for fish and edible water lilies. When 
darkness falls and South Sudan’s mili-
tias retreat to their bases, she and hun-
dreds of others fleeing a 3-year civil 
war slip onto dry land and tend crops 
to stave off famine. 
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‘‘Prowling hyenas pose a threat dur-

ing Nyarac’s nighttime harvests, but 
they worry her less than the armed 
men who can appear in daytime, the 20- 
year-old said as she sat beneath neem 
trees in the northern county of Leer, 
one of two areas in South Sudan where 
the United Nations in February made 
the world’s first declaration of famine 
since 2011. She and other residents are 
facing a catastrophe that’s being 
echoed by looming mass food shortages 
in Somalia, Yemen, and northern Nige-
ria.’’ 

This is devastating—an article in 
Bloomberg News—100,000 in those coun-
ties, 5 million all throughout Sudan 
and South Sudan, but it is in all of 
Sub-Saharan Africa. 

So I believe that this resolution 
brings all of us together—Republicans 
and Democrats—and makes the state-
ment of the United States House of 
Representatives, then on to the Senate, 
and then for the President to make the 
statement, as Congresswoman BASS so 
aptly states in this resolution, to let 
humanitarian aid come in. Let there be 
food that will reach those starving, and 
particularly the children, that are apt 
to die in this region. 

It is well-known, as well, that women 
are not treated in the way that they 
should be, and I look forward to work-
ing with Congresswoman BASS on H.R. 
48 that deals specifically with the 
rights of women and providing them 
with human rights and women’s par-
ticipation in leadership. That is cer-
tainly missing. 

But now people are starving, and so I 
would ask my colleagues to join me in 
supporting H. Res. 187, relating to ef-
forts to respond to the famine in South 
Sudan and be reminded of Mary, who 
scours swamps for fish and edible water 
lilies, if at all possible, and fears the 
onslaught of violence during the day. 
They cannot live this way. They can 
only die this way. 

Mr. Speaker, support H. Res. 187 so 
that we can save lives. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the South 
Sudan Caucus, and the sponsor of H.R. 48, 
the ‘‘Equal Rights and Access for the Women 
of South Sudan Act,’’ I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 187, a resolution directing the 
United States Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) to increase emergency as-
sistance to respond to the famine in South 
Sudan. 

On February 20, 2017 famine was declared 
formally in two counties of Unity State, which 
is located in the northern region of South 
Sudan. 

The United Nations currently estimates that 
more than 100,000 people in two Unity State 
counties are directly affected by the famine. 

In addition, food security experts are con-
cerned that famine will spread. 

According to expert analyses, in the ab-
sence of urgent humanitarian action, as many 
as 4.9 million South Sudanese, about 40 per-
cent of the country’s population, face the grim 
and certain prospect of starvation. 

In 1998 the region suffered from a famine 
spurred by civil war and approximately 70,000 
to several hundred thousand people died dur-
ing that famine. 

Although South Sudan has previously expe-
rienced wide-spread food insecurity, the 
present famine crisis is different because it is 
almost entirely man-made. 

South Sudan is the world’s newest nation, 
located in the center of Africa and bordered by 
six countries. 

It is rich in oil, but following decades of civil 
war it is also one of the least developed re-
gions on earth—only 15% of its citizens own 
a mobile phone and there are very few tarmac 
roads in an area larger in land mass than 
Spain and Portugal combined. 

This makes the Nile River, which flows 
through regional centers, an important trans-
port and trade route. 

Since South Sudan overwhelmingly voted to 
break away from Sudan in 2011, the govern-
ment’s main concern has been to get oil flow-
ing following disagreements with the regime in 
Khartoum. 

There have been a few small armed rebel-
lions, border clashes and deadly cattle feuds 
but these have all taken place far from the 
capital city of Juba. 

Signs of friction within the governing party, 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), 
came when President Salva Kiir, an ethnic 
Dinka, the country’s largest group, fired his 
deputy Riek Machar, who is from the second 
largest tribe, the Nuer. 

President Kiir believes Mr. Machar was be-
hind a coup plot to oust him and seize power. 

Mr. Machar denies the accusations, but has 
publicly criticized Mr. Kiir for failing to tackle 
corruption and vowed to challenge President 
Kiir for leadership of the SPLM. 

It is not clear what led to the breach in their 
relationship but what started out as a political 
squabble has escalated into ethnic violence. 

The loyalties of the South Sudan army are 
divided with each of the principals com-
manding significant military support and forces 
loyal to each man have clashed around the 
country. 

And some of the most intense fighting has 
taken place in areas where famine is most se-
vere. 

Compounding matters, Mr. Speaker, South 
Sudan is awash with guns after decades of 
conflict and there is a history of ethnic tension 
for politicians to exploit if they believe that 
could help them gain, or remain in, power. 

It is against this backdrop that USAID is co-
ordinating proactively and closely with the 
United Nations, the African Union, the Euro-
pean Union, and others to address South Su-
dan’s food insecurity. 

Complicating this situation is the fact that 
while the Government of South Sudan has re-
portedly promised access to the most at-risk 
areas, humanitarian organizations remain un-
able to provide vital food, water and shelter in 
many locations. 

Mr. Speaker, the actions of South Sudan 
Government in prohibiting humanitarian assist-
ance from getting to starving communities has 
undermined the most proactive attempts by 
the United States and others to address what 
has now become a famine. 

H. Res. 187 calls on South Sudan’s leaders 
to put their petty disputes aside and to put the 
well-being of their people first. 

The resolution condemns all threats and vio-
lence against civilian populations and aid 
workers, including the over 70 humanitarian 
aid workers killed since the conflict began and 
the brutal attack by the South Sudanese mili-

tary on humanitarian aid workers, including 
Americans, at the Terrain Camp in July 2016. 

In addition, H. Res. 187 expresses support 
for the efforts of the United States Govern-
ment, working with partners in the international 
community, including the United Nations, the 
African Union, and the European Union, to fa-
cilitate humanitarian access to affected areas, 
and encourages greater diplomatic pressure 
on the parties to return to the negotiation table 
to stop the violence, and to allow full humani-
tarian access to displaced and starving popu-
lations, and to cease violations of humani-
tarian principles. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by ob-
serving that while bringing an end to the civil 
war and humanitarian relief the famine-strick-
en in South Sudan must be our first order of 
business, it is also very important to note that 
all of us who worked to secure its independ-
ence want the country to succeed and be-
come a productive and constructive member 
of the community of nations. 

That is why I have reintroduced the ‘‘Equal 
Rights and Access for the Women of South 
Sudan Act’’ (H.R. 48), which promotes the 
human rights of women in South Sudan as the 
country transitions to a long-term government 
and to ensure women enjoy the right to partici-
pate fully in the political and economic life of 
the country. 

Despite its newly won independence women 
in South Sudan continue to face brutal viola-
tions of their human rights. 

A lack of infrastructure as well as gender in-
equality has the potential to regress much of 
the progress that has been made in South 
Sudan. 

Such a lack of human development factors 
only furthers the marginalization of women in 
South Sudan: 

1. Inadequate health care has resulted in 
high maternal and infant mortality rates in 
South Sudan; the maternal mortality rate is 
one of the highest in the world with 1,054 
deaths per 100,000 live births. 

2. Additionally, literacy rates for women are 
staggeringly low; over 80% of women and girls 
in South Sudan are illiterate. 

3. The violence stemming from the conflict 
has led some traders to suspend their market 
presence resulting in food commodity price in-
creases as much as 30 percent in high-conflict 
regions. 

The ‘‘Equal Rights and Access for the 
Women of South Sudan Act’’ puts equal rights 
and access for the women of South Sudan at 
the forefront by: 

1. Encouraging the appointment of women 
to high level positions within Republic of South 
Sudan Government; 

2. Ensuring that a significant portion of 
United States development, humanitarian, and 
relief assistance is channeled to local and 
United States-based South Sudanese organi-
zations, particularly South Sudanese women’s 
organizations; 

3. Providing long-term financial assistance 
for primary, secondary, higher, nontraditional, 
and vocational education for South Sudanese 
girls, women, boys, and men; 

4. Providing financial assistance to build 
health infrastructure and deliver high-quality 
comprehensive health care programs, includ-
ing primary, maternal, child, reproductive, and 
mental health care; 

5. Requiring military training regarding the 
protection, rights, and particular needs of 
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women and emphasizing that violations of 
women’s rights are intolerable and should be 
prosecuted; and 

6. Taking all necessary steps to ensure that 
internally displaced South Sudanese women 
are directly receiving food aid, shelter, relief 
supplies, and other services from United 
States-sponsored programs. 

Mr. Speaker, as a nation, we should support 
the Republic of South Sudan in its efforts to 
become a freer, more equitable society that 
respects, supports, and endorses the rights of 
women. 

I look forward to working with Congress-
woman BASS, the Ranking Member of the For-
eign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, members 
of the South Sudan Caucus, and all Members 
of the House to pass the ‘‘Equal Rights and 
Access for the Women of South Sudan Act’’ 
and send it to the President’s desk for signa-
ture. 

But before we can do that, we must end the 
man-made famine and alleviate the humani-
tarian suffering now ongoing in South Sudan. 

That is why I strongly support H. Res. 187 
and urge all Members to join me in voting for 
this important resolution. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. SUOZZI), my fellow colleague 
on the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 187, sponsored by my 
colleagues, Ranking Member BASS and 
Chairman SMITH, and I applaud their 
and Chairman ROYCE’s and Ranking 
Member ENGEL’s continued bipartisan 
attention to this oft-neglected part of 
the world. 

South Sudan faces a famine of Bib-
lical proportions which compels us to 
act. As the world’s newest country, 
South Sudan’s entry on the world stage 
has been fraught with disaster. A 
drought caused by climate change, 
which has become all too familiar in 
this part of the world, has, since De-
cember 2013, been coupled with politi-
cally and ethnically fueled violence 
which has destroyed the infrastructure 
as well as the economy. This has esca-
lated drought into famine. 

Across the African Continent and the 
globe, climate change and extreme 
weather result in drought and the loss 
of farmland. Families are forced to 
leave their homes in the countryside to 
seek work in the cities. The work is 
not there. Incompetent and/or corrupt 
governments fail to address the needs, 
and civil unrest devolves into violence. 
Countries are destabilized. 

Here in South Sudan, the newness of 
the nation, the government’s efforts to 
stamp out civil unrest—especially from 
nonruling tribes—and military forces 
let loose upon their fellow countrymen 
has resulted in death, destruction, and 
destabilization. 

With nearly 3.5 million people dis-
placed and at least 50,000 dead, the 
international community, including 
the United States, has responded with 
humanitarian aid to try and address 
the potential for 5.5 million humans at 
risk for starvation by midyear. 

However, last month the U.N. re-
ported 79 incidents of aid being either 
stolen or otherwise blocked. Eighty- 
two aid workers have been killed since 
the start of the conflict, and around 
half of those deaths have occurred in 
the last 2 years alone. Additionally, 
the upcoming rainy season will further 
impede delivery of humanitarian aid. 

For too many reasons, the hunger ex-
ists. 

USAID is a leading provider of hu-
manitarian aid, including more than 
620,000 tons of food assistance since 
2013. 

b 1815 

This resolution calls on the govern-
ment of South Sudan to cease hos-
tilities and allow aid to flow unre-
stricted. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
teaches: ‘‘I was hungry, and you fed 
me. Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you? Truly I tell you, what-
ever you did for the least of my broth-
ers, you did for me.’’ 

In an effort to both stabilize the re-
gion and to feed those dying of hunger, 
I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 187. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. I propose to close. 

Mr. Speaker, this crisis can be 
stopped in its tracks. There is no need 
for millions to die. The world needs to 
step up as it did in the Ebola crisis. 

The U.S. needs to continue to lead. 
Our contribution is vital and is based 
on the size of our economy and the fact 
that other countries who are not as for-
tunate contribute in different ways. 
But the entire world should and does 
participate. 

In 2011, 200,000 people had to die in 
Somalia before the world took notice 
and acted. This should never happen 
again. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask for an ‘‘aye’’ vote, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, many of us knew Presi-
dent John Garang who tragically died 
after many years of trying to secure 
freedom for the people of South Sudan, 
tragically died in a helicopter crash. 

He was the father of his country. He 
was also one who always championed 
peaceful coexistence among the tribes 
in South Sudan. He was very different 
than obviously the current competing 
warlords for that position. 

I had worked with DON PAYNE’S fa-
ther. DON PAYNE, JR., spoke of this 
issue of the genocide resolution. We 
passed that resolution through this 
House together. As a matter of fact, we 
brought it before the Human Rights 
Council. DON PAYNE and I traveled up 
to New York to raise this issue. 

What is shocking to us about the cur-
rent circumstances in South Sudan is 

the effort being undertaken by the 
world community in order to try to 
step in and provide some measure of 
peace. Of course, we have talked today 
about what has happened to the people 
of South Sudan, what has happened to 
our own aid workers there. 

But if we reflect for a minute that 
Rwandans have lost their lives there, 
when we were dealing with this geno-
cide issue in Sudan, we took Don 
Cheadle, the actor who portrayed Paul 
Rusesabagina, who was also with us on 
that trip. 

We went into Sudan in order to docu-
ment the genocide that was going on, 
to speak to some of the survivors. We 
brought in a Nightline camera crew. 

Yes, we have, in this case, brought 
the world community along to a cer-
tain extent. But here is part of the 
tragedy: those Rwandan peacekeepers 
were slaughtered in South Sudan. So 
were Chinese peacekeepers. So were In-
dian and Kenyan and Fiji and Danish 
peacekeepers. So were Egyptian and 
Ethiopian and Bangladeshi peace-
keepers. So were Benin and Burkina 
Faso, and Chad and Mongolia. So were 
peacekeepers from Nepal and Nigeria 
and Norway, and the Philippines and 
Pakistan. 

And this is the kind of attitude that 
we see from these warlords against 
their own people and against others 
who try to come in to keep the peace. 

And this is why, frankly, in addition 
to this resolution, it is time—and I 
know the support is there in the Secu-
rity Council, I know now there is the 
support—to cut off the arms and the 
ammunition going in to South Sudan 
that helps fuel these warlords. 

We have heard the passion and dedi-
cation of Congresswoman BASS of Cali-
fornia. Of course, she has worked with 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, the chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Africa, to 
shine a light on this crisis. As always, 
I appreciate the assistance of Mr. 
ENGEL, the ranking member. 

I share the anguish of my colleagues 
in seeing the aspirations of South 
Sudan citizens dashed by kleptocrats 
and warlords, certainly not in the tra-
dition of John Garang, warlords bent 
on maintaining power at any cost. The 
blood of countless civilians is on their 
hands, and the people of South Sudan 
deserve better. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like 
to recognize the bravery and selfless-
ness of the humanitarians who are 
working to save lives and bring an end 
to the suffering that has been imposed 
upon the people of South Sudan. 

I have personally met with humani-
tarian workers who have been held at 
gunpoint, who have been threatened, 
who have been abused in the worst 
ways. I have met with people who have 
carried food and medicine on their 
backs through swamps because there 
were no roads. 

Without their commitment, without 
their sacrifice, countless lives would 
have now been lost. And while they 
don’t do this work for the accolades, 
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they deserve our recognition and 
thanks here tonight. 

I urge Members to join me in hon-
oring them today by supporting this 
timely resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Res. 187 and to express my 
growing alarm that we have millions around 
the globe on the verge of starvation despite 
the fact that we live in a world that produces 
more than enough food to feed all its inhab-
itants. 

H. Res. 187 rightfully calls for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
to continue to provide emergency relief (food 
and other essential resources) to those af-
fected in South Sudan. It also calls on USAID 
to collaborate with international relief organiza-
tions and others to ensure that aid gets where 
it is most needed. The resolution also con-
demns violence and threats against aid work-
ers assisting those in need and calls on the 
leaders of South Sudan to cease the fighting 
so that these resources may reach those who 
need them. 

This resolution focuses on the situation in 
South Sudan where 7.5 million are at immi-
nent risk. But unfortunately, at least 20 million 
people around the world are facing severe 
food shortages as a result of below-average 
rainfall and conflict. That is equivalent to the 
populations of the States of Connecticut, Iowa, 
Utah, Mississippi, Arkansas, Nevada, Kansas, 
and New Mexico combined. And conflicts in 
South Sudan, Yemen Nigeria, and Somalia 
are making bad situations even worse. 

People are starving and we cannot stand by 
and watch. I implore my colleagues to support 
U.S. leadership and funding to address this 
dire situation. That’s what this resolution is 
about. The United States has the ability to 
save the lives of tens of millions of people and 
this resolution is crystal clear that we should 
do so. 

The U.S. cannot end these crises by itself. 
However, my conscious—and I hope that all of 
my colleagues would not be clear knowing 
that I could have done more as a Member of 
Congress to respond to the suffering and 
deaths of millions of innocent adults and chil-
dren across the world facing starvation. This 
resolution and the recognition of the problem 
is a good start. I urge my colleagues to also 
support the inclusion of additional funding in 
the FY 2017 funding bill that we may consider 
this week to prevent widespread famine and 
cut off suffering from hunger as an obvious 
next step. It is also vital that we provide ade-
quate resources in FY 2018 as well to save 
the lives of men, women and children. 

I want to thank my colleague, Congress-
woman KAREN BASS, for her leadership and 
focus on this issue as well as Congressman 
DONALD PAYNE, Jr. and Rep. CHRIS SMITH. I 
also want to thank the Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. 
ROYCE and Mr. ENGEL for their leadership and 
efforts as well. 

Now is the time for the U.S. to illustrate its 
global leadership and act to save lives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 187, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at 
6 o’clock and 31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 187, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 876, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

RELATING TO EFFORTS TO RE-
SPOND TO THE FAMINE IN 
SOUTH SUDAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 187) relating to 
efforts to respond to the famine in 
South Sudan, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, as 
amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 411, nays 2, 
not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 222] 

YEAS—411 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 

Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 

Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 

Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 

Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawrence 

Lawson (FL) 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Rice (SC) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
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Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 

Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Upton 

Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—2 

Jones Massie 

NOT VOTING—16 

Bishop (GA) 
Davis, Danny 
Farenthold 
Frankel (FL) 
Gutiérrez 
Holding 

Lee 
Loudermilk 
Marino 
Moore 
Newhouse 
Rohrabacher 

Sires 
Slaughter 
Soto 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

b 1852 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, I was unavoid-

ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 222. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 25, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a copy of the Certificate 
of Election received from the Honorable Kris 
W. Kobach, Secretary of State of Kansas, in-
dicating that, at the Special Election held on 
April 11, 2017, the Honorable Ron Estes was 
duly elected Representative in Congress for 
the Fourth Congressional District, State of 
Kansas. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk. 

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
RON ESTES, OF KANSAS, AS A 
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER. Will Representative- 
elect Estes and the members of the 
Kansas delegation present themselves 
in the well. 

All Members will rise and the Rep-
resentative-elect will please raise his 
right hand. 

Mr. ESTES appeared at the bar of the 
House and took the oath of office, as 
follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you 
are now a Member of the 115th Con-
gress. 

f 

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE RON 
ESTES TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. 
JENKINS) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JENKINS of Kansas. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise this evening to congratulate 
my good friend and our new House col-
league, RON ESTES. 

I have known RON and his wife, 
Susan, for many years. I can tell you, 
he is truly one of the nicest guys you 
will ever want to know. 

RON and I share a common bond, hav-
ing served as State treasurers in Kan-
sas, and I have watched him serve in 
that role well. 

With a nation $20 trillion in debt, it 
is always nice to add a fellow conserv-
ative to Congress to help fix the debt 
and get our economy on the right fiscal 
track, which I know RON is committed 
to doing. 

He has dedicated his entire life to 
bold innovations and efficiency, re-
form, and problem solving in both the 
public and the private sector. Kansans 
in the Fourth District can be proud of 
their new Congressman, and I look for-
ward to working with Congressman 
RON ESTES on behalf of Kansans. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. ESTES), our newest 
colleague. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congresswoman JENKINS and our entire 
Kansas delegation, and thank you to 
all the Members for serving. 

I also want to thank my wife, Susan 
Estes, who is up in the gallery tonight. 

My mother, Lou Estes, is also up 
there, my son, Brent Estes, and my 
daughters, Laura Estes and Grace 
Estes. 

As you all know, you can’t run an 
election and you can’t serve without 
the support of family and friends, so I 
appreciate the effort that they put in 
on my behalf. I look forward to serving 
with you. This is an honor to be a pub-
lic servant and to work with you in the 
Chamber. 

I want to mention that my back-
ground, both in the private sector be-
fore I was elected county treasurer and 
then State treasurer, was to focus on 
how to make things more efficient and 
how do we get things done. The mes-
sage that came through in the election 
was that the voters in my district, like 
the voters in your district, want to see 
us accomplish things and want to get 
them done. 

I appreciate the time, I appreciate 
the opportunity, and I look forward to 
serving with you to accomplish things 
for our country. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. ESTES), the whole number 
of the House is 431. 

f 

AVIATION EMPLOYEE SCREENING 
AND SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2017 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5- 
minute voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER. The unfinished busi-

ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R. 
876) to amend the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 to reform programs of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on 

the motion offered by the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. KATKO) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 0, 
not voting 21, as follows: 
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[Roll No. 223] 

YEAS—409 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blum 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Cheney 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Correa 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Curbelo (FL) 
Davidson 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 

DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
Denham 
Dent 
DeSantis 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donovan 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Ellison 
Emmer 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes (KS) 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Farenthold 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Hanabusa 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings 
Heck 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hollingsworth 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Jenkins (KS) 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 

Kaptur 
Katko 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Latta 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (MN) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
MacArthur 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McSally 
Meadows 
Meehan 
Meeks 
Meng 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Murphy (FL) 
Murphy (PA) 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Noem 
Nolan 
Norcross 
Nunes 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Olson 
Palazzo 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pascrell 

Paulsen 
Payne 
Pearce 
Perlmutter 
Perry 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pittenger 
Pocan 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Polis 
Posey 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Rosen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce (CA) 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Russell 

Rutherford 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sanford 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sinema 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Soto 
Speier 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 

Thornberry 
Tiberi 
Tipton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Trott 
Tsongas 
Upton 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Walz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Welch 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yarmuth 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOT VOTING—21 

Bishop (MI) 
Connolly 
Davis, Danny 
Frankel (FL) 
Gutiérrez 
Holding 
Hoyer 
Hudson 

Joyce (OH) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Marino 
Moore 
Newhouse 
Pelosi 
Rice (SC) 

Rohrabacher 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Turner 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

b 1908 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to reform programs 
of the Transportation Security Admin-
istration, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1695, REGISTER OF COPY-
RIGHTS SELECTION AND AC-
COUNTABILITY ACT OF 2017 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 115–95) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 275) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1695) to 
amend title 17, United States Code, to 
provide additional responsibilities for 
the Register of Copyrights, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
FORMER REPRESENTATIVE DAW-
SON MATHIS 
(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with a heavy heart and solemn re-
membrance that I rise today to pay 
tribute to an outstanding public serv-
ant and friend of longstanding, the 
Honorable Dawson Mathis. Sadly, 
former Congressman Mathis passed 
away on Monday, April 17, 2017. A me-
morial service will be held on Satur-
day, April 29, 2017, at 2 p.m. in Nash-
ville, Georgia. 

A Georgia man through and through, 
Dawson Mathis was born on November 
30, 1940, in Berrien County, to Marvin 
Wilbur Mathis and Nell Dawson Abell. 
He attended South Georgia College, 
now South Georgia State College, in 
Douglas. Before seeking public office, 
Dawson made a name for himself as the 
anchor and news director at WALB-TV 
in Albany, Georgia, from 1964 until 
1970. 

That year, the young 29-year-old 
Dawson was elected to represent Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District in 
the United States House of Representa-
tives. He served on the House Agri-
culture Committee where he was a 
staunch advocate for the farmers, 
ranchers, and producers of the district 
and the Nation. He was known for 
working with lawmakers across the 
aisle to find common ground that 
would best serve the interests of Amer-
icans across the country. 

In 1980, Congressman Mathis ran un-
successfully for the United States Sen-
ate. After being defeated in 1982 to re-
gain his House seat, Congressman 
Mathis became a lobbyist in Wash-
ington, D.C., advocating on behalf of 
groups including Georgia peanut farm-
ers. 

George Washington Carver once said: 
‘‘No individual has any right to come 
into the world and go out of it without 
leaving behind him distinct and legiti-
mate reasons for having passed 
through it.’’ Indeed, Congressman Daw-
son Mathis devoted many years of dedi-
cated service to the people of Georgia 
through his meaningful contribution of 
energy, skill, and genuine passion, and 
for it, he will be remembered for years 
to come. 

On a personal note, Congressman 
Mathis was one of my predecessors in 
serving the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, and I was blessed with 
his friendship, counsel, and mentorship 
over the years. Congressman Mathis 
was a great Representative for south-
west Georgia and rural America, and I 
looked up to him as an example of how 
a public servant should serve his con-
stituents. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife, Vivian, and I, 
along with the more than 730,000 resi-
dents of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, salute Congressman 
Dawson Mathis for his outstanding 
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public service and his everlasting com-
mitment to improving the quality of 
life for our citizens. I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Represent-
atives to join us in extending our deep-
est condolences to Congressman 
Mathis’ family and friends during this 
difficult time. 

We pray that they will be consoled 
and comforted by an abiding faith and 
the holy spirit in the days, weeks, and 
months ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask at this time for 
the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in remembrance of the late Con-
gressman Dawson Mathis. 

f 

b 1915 

RECOGNIZING THE 17TH ANNUAL 
MIRACLE MAKERS FASHION 
SHOW AND LUNCHEON 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to recognize the Women’s 
Committee of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Miami as the members gear up to 
celebrate the 17th annual Miracle Mak-
ers Fashion Show and Luncheon on 
April 27. 

Through its mentoring programs, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Miami has 
given our community over 50 years of 
proven success in providing at-risk 
youth with the tools and resources to 
discover their true potential and thrive 
in their personal, academic, and profes-
sional lives. 

Thanks to the invaluable dedication 
of its staff and volunteers, Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Miami has rightfully 
earned its reputation as the gold stand-
ard of mentoring youngsters. 

The upcoming Miracle Makers Fash-
ion Show will highlight some of our 
community’s most outstanding miracle 
makers while bringing attention to the 
positive impact that mentoring has on 
our youth. 

I encourage all south Floridians who 
want to give back to our community to 
lend their time and their support to 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Miami. To-
gether, we can make a brighter future 
for all. 

f 

INDEPENDENT COMMISSION 
NEEDED 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, today, as a member of the House 
Oversight Committee, I had the oppor-
tunity to view classified documents re-
lated to General Michael Flynn’s dis-
turbing foreign financial relationships. 

I am very proud that Chairman 
CHAFFETZ and Ranking Member CUM-
MINGS worked together in a bipartisan 
fashion to bring those documents be-
fore our committee. The issue of Rus-

sian interference in our democracy is 
an issue that affects everyone. I hope 
that all Members will have the chance 
to review these critical materials. 

While the information in these docu-
ments is classified, I remain pro-
foundly disturbed by the additional 
questions they raised. Unfortunately, I 
also remain very concerned about how 
they are being portrayed by the White 
House. 

This growing credibility gap between 
the administration and the American 
people only underscores the need for an 
independent commission to uncover all 
the facts. I am heartened, however, 
that today, Chairman CHAFFETZ and 
Ranking Member CUMMINGS came to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion regard-
ing this issue. 

f 

COAL REGULATIONS 

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, there 
has been a lot of talk lately about 
President Trump’s first 100 days in of-
fice. 

The first 100 days of an administra-
tion offer a chance to watch a new 
President turn proposed policy changes 
into reality. In southwestern Pennsyl-
vania, we are seeing President Trump 
fulfill his pledge to end the war on 
coal, and we are seeing real change. 

For example, the very day that Presi-
dent Trump signed legislation over-
turning one of former President 
Obama’s anti-coal rules, a coal com-
pany in Somerset County announced it 
would open a brand-new coal mine that 
will create at least 70 new middle class 
jobs. It would be great if President 
Trump can make it out to the mine’s 
grand opening ceremony scheduled for 
June 8. 

I have met with miners as their 
mines were closed during the previous 
administration, and I listened to their 
stories as they worried about their kids 
and paying their mortgages. 

It is a new day, Mr. Speaker, and I 
look forward to more employment op-
portunities being created as we begin 
to roll back the job-killing regulations 
in Washington, D.C. 

f 

REJECT DANGEROUS CUTS 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, last week 
in Michigan, I toured the Bay Area 
Women’s Center, which provides emer-
gency shelter and counseling to sur-
vivors of domestic violence or sexual 
violence and their children. I toured 
the Women’s Center to get a better un-
derstanding of their important work 
and see what they do and how they 
would be impacted by President 
Trump’s proposed budget cuts. 

Two-thirds of the Women’s Center’s 
budget comes from Federal grants 

through the Violence Against Women 
Act, one of the first bills I cosponsored. 
I saw it signed into law by President 
Obama. 

I am concerned that the cuts that 
President Trump has proposed would 
effectively eliminate the important 
lifesaving care and rescue this organi-
zation provides to women, children, 
and others facing domestic violence. 
There are 15,000 citizens in mid-Michi-
gan who could lose access to these life-
saving, important services. 

What kind of country are we if we 
don’t provide this sort of support to 
our most vulnerable citizens at the mo-
ment of their need? 

We need to reject these dangerous 
cuts. 

f 

GE’S ECONOMIC IMPACT IN NORTH 
CAROLINA 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, 
GE will hold its 2017 Annual Meeting of 
Shareowners in Asheville, North Caro-
lina. The company will also be cele-
brating its 125th anniversary. 

GE likes to hold its shareowners 
meeting in a different city each year to 
highlight the company’s strong pres-
ence in communities across the United 
States. It certainly has significant 
business operations in North Carolina. 

GE supports nearly 18,000 jobs in the 
State between its direct employees and 
its suppliers. For every one GE job, 
three North Carolina jobs are sup-
ported. The company also generates 
$7.2 billion in total production output 
per year in North Carolina, and com-
pensates its employees more than 
twice the State average. 

GE makes this investment in our 
great State because it knows that the 
workers in North Carolina, especially 
those at the GE facility in West Jeffer-
son, in the Fifth District, work hard 
and have a commitment to excellence. 

f 

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 
(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Autism Aware-
ness Month. 

It is shocking to know that at least 1 
in 68 children have been identified with 
autism spectrum disorder in the United 
States. My own family has been af-
fected by this situation with my neph-
ew Joshua, who is now 20 years old, a 
bright and energetic young man who is 
autistic. 

Mr. Speaker, early detection and 
treatment plans are crucial to the de-
velopment of a child’s social, behav-
ioral, and communications skills. As 
such, we must invest in the research of 
new interventions, provide support to 
families and caregivers, and fund pro-
grams that assist those living with au-
tism well into adulthood. Right now, 
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especially when they age into adult-
hood, those resources are not there. 

Mr. Speaker, Sesame Street recently 
introduced a character with autism 
named Julia to teach audiences about 
inclusion. This month is part of a larg-
er conversation about autism derived 
from a place of positivity. 

I am hopeful that Julia can help con-
vey such a message to our youth, and I 
will continue supporting programs that 
help people with autism and their fami-
lies by providing the tools they need to 
succeed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WESLEY SO ON 
HIS CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Wesley So of 
Minnetonka, Minnesota, who earlier 
this month became the United States 
chess champion. At 23 years of age, 
Wesley is already one of the world’s top 
chess grandmasters. 

In St. Louis, for the U.S. Chess 
Championship, Wesley So and his oppo-
nent went into a playoff after a two- 
way tie for first place. In the two-game 
playoff, So won the first game handily 
and was able to force a draw in the sec-
ond game with a perpetual check with 
his knight. He extended his no-loss 
streak to 67 games, one of the longest 
runs in the game’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, Wesley So has quickly 
made a name for himself in the world 
of chess since coming to America from 
the Philippines 5 years ago. He is now 
the world’s number two ranked player 
and is in prime position to play the 
world’s top player, Norway’s Magnus 
Carlsen. 

Congratulations to Wesley So on an 
impressive run of dominance. We will 
be cheering for him as he continues to 
work on becoming the first American 
chess grandmaster in more than 40 
years. 

f 

AVOID GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge this Congress to work to-
gether to avoid a shutdown of the Fed-
eral Government this week. 

We must pass a clean funding bill 
that Members from both parties can 
support, without any ideological riders. 
We cannot allow the American public 
and central coast families in my dis-
trict to foot the bill resulting from par-
tisan gridlock. A shutdown would mean 
disrupting economic growth and poten-
tially triggering job losses across the 
country, as we experienced in the par-
tisan 2013 shutdown. 

A shutdown damages both our econ-
omy and national security. It is vital 
that this Congress put forward a clean 
funding resolution. It would be irre-

sponsible for us to engage in partisan 
political games with the funding of our 
Federal Government. 

f 

HONORING NANCY LOMBARDO ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Nancy Lombardo on her well-de-
served retirement. 

Nancy is the executive officer for the 
Clearfield County League on Social 
Services in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. For the past nearly 
20 years, she has been instrumental in 
leading several programs that the 
league provides for the betterment of 
local communities. 

Nancy manages several programs, in-
cluding Child Care Information Serv-
ices of Clarion, Clearfield, and Jeffer-
son Counties; Children First, which is a 
seminar for divorced parents to help 
cope with divorce and how it affects 
their children; Safe Haven, which pro-
vides a safe meeting place for custodial 
parents to have their children visit 
with the noncustodial parent; as well 
as the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram. 

Nancy has given her time to numer-
ous boards to advocate for children’s 
needs, day care services, child advo-
cacy centers, children youth services, 
and more. She has been a valuable and 
dedicated leader to the league for 
many years, and she will be missed. 

On behalf of the Congress of the 
United States, I wish Nancy Lombardo 
all the best in her retirement. 

f 

EDUCATION FUNDING IN THE 
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, our chil-
dren are this Nation’s greatest asset. 
Our future is in their hands. We have 
to make sure that they have the tools 
they need to lead our country and 
tackle whatever challenges the future 
holds. 

This is why I was shocked the Presi-
dent’s budget makes drastic cuts to 
education—cuts that will have the big-
gest impact on kids who need our help 
the most. 

In my district, a quarter of our kids 
live in poverty, with parents working 
long hours and multiple jobs just to 
make ends meet. Yet President Trump 
wants to cut before- and afterschool 
programs, as well as over $4 million in 
programs to hire and train teachers 
and reduce class size. 

As this Congress crafts our budget, I 
ask my Republican colleagues to reject 
these cuts and to truly invest in our fu-
ture. We will never make America 
great if we leave our kids behind. 

NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring awareness to April being 
National Donate Life Month. 

There are currently 117,992 people 
who need lifesaving organ transplants. 
Of those, there are nearly 1,000 Ken-
tuckians on that list. To put it in per-
spective, every 10 minutes, someone is 
added to that list. 

Despite advances in medicine, there 
continues to be a gap between supply 
and demand. On average, 22 people die 
each day while waiting for a trans-
plant. Kentucky legislation passed in 
2006 enabling its residents to have their 
wishes documented through the Ken-
tucky Organ Donor Registry. By join-
ing the registry, an individual’s wishes 
are documented electronically in a safe 
and secure database. Several States 
have also created their own registry. 

Ninety-five of Americans are in favor 
of being a donor, but only 54 percent 
are registered. This is why registering 
to be an organ donor is so important. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to rec-
ognize my field representative, Amelia 
Wilson, who received a liver transplant 
in 2005, and is currently awaiting a sec-
ond transplant. Amelia, my longtime 
friend and a fellow Monroe County na-
tive, resides in Livingston County with 
her husband, Allen Wilson. 

After courageously undergoing her 
first transplant, Amelia has dedicated 
herself to advocating for organ dona-
tion. We are lucky to have her serving 
the First District as our field rep-
resentative. Beyond her service to Ken-
tucky, her activism for this noble 
cause is what truly elevates her as an 
advocate, friend, and servant of the 
First District. 

During National Donate Life Month, 
I encourage everyone to remember the 
bravery and diligence of people like 
Amelia. This April, please consider the 
importance of donating life. 

f 

b 1930 

WE MUST AVOID A GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge my colleagues to do everything in 
our power to avoid a government shut-
down. Federal workers protect our pub-
lic health and environment, they de-
liver our mail, they help our businesses 
and home buyers, and they keep us 
safe. Shutting down the government 
would suspend their paychecks, dam-
age their morale, and shut off the es-
sential services they provide. 

My friend, Mr. WITTMAN, and I have 
drafted legislation to protect the pay 
of Federal employees in case Congress 
and the White House fail to reach an 
agreement. I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to cosponsor the 
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Federal Employee Retroactive Pay 
Fairness Act. 

This bill is unusual. Usually you do 
everything you can when you introduce 
a bill to get it passed. You work hard 
to get it written into law. But this bill, 
I will do everything I can to prevent it 
from being considered because, if it be-
comes law, it means that Congress has 
failed and we have shut down our gov-
ernment. 

Republicans hold the White House 
and both Chambers of the Congress, so 
what happens next is up to them. I 
hope my friends here will have nothing 
to do with the White House plan to 
hold hostage the budget agreement and 
payments to stabilize health insurance 
rates. I urge my colleagues to act 
swiftly and responsibly to work out a 
bipartisan funding bill and avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown. 

f 

ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE FUNDING 
CUTS 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
on behalf of communities across Michi-
gan’s First District that depend on Es-
sential Air Service funding for indus-
try, mobility, and economic success. I 
believe that, when it comes to pro-
tecting taxpayer dollars, we as Con-
gress have a fiduciary responsibility to 
the American people. We owe it to 
them to evaluate what is working and 
what isn’t and make the appropriate 
adjustments. 

The Essential Air Service program is 
a great example of a program that is 
working, and I am proud to support it. 
EAS grants make it possible for 8 of 
the 10 airports in Michigan’s First Dis-
trict to provide reliable air services, 
promote economic stability and job 
growth, and support a healthy tourism 
industry in the Upper Peninsula and 
throughout northern Michigan. 

The benefits that this program pro-
vides to small towns and cities in 
Michigan and across the United States 
are well worth the investment, and I 
look forward to working with my col-
leagues in Congress to ensure full Es-
sential Air Service funding. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHARON 
GIESE 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life of Sharon 
Giese. Sharon passed away unexpect-
edly in Arizona last week, a few short 
days after the death of her husband, 
Burt. 

Sharon was a respected, admired, and 
cherished member of our community. 
She had a long history of promoting 
conservative principles, and everyone 
she touched will miss her steady voice. 
Sharon Giese was a steadfast icon of 

the conservative movement in Arizona 
and a former Republican National 
Committeewoman. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray that the family 
of Burt and Sharon will receive peace 
in remembering their lives of purpose 
and distinction. These two individuals 
made a difference for Arizona and for 
the causes they dedicated themselves 
to. Burt and Sharon left behind a won-
derful legacy for their family, commu-
nity, church, and State. 

Like Sharon, we do not have knowl-
edge of the moment of our life’s final 
breath, but we are exhorted to run with 
endurance the race that is set before 
us. Sharon Giese ran her race with an 
abundance of endurance and inspired 
countless individuals around her. Her 
example will be celebrated and her loss 
mourned. 

f 

AUTISM SPEAKS OUT 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to recognize the beginning of 
World Autism Month. I am wearing 
this blue pin to raise awareness for 
those impacted by autism around the 
country. 

There are over 70 million people with 
autism worldwide, with more children 
diagnosed each year than with AIDS, 
diabetes, and cancer combined. This 
disease impairs the ability for folks to 
communicate and socialize. This April, 
it is my goal to join forces with my 
House colleagues to recognize what has 
become the fastest growing serious de-
velopmental disorder in the United 
States, one that early intervention can 
greatly help. 

On average, having a child with au-
tism costs a family $60,000 per year, an 
expense that many families cannot af-
ford but are left with no choice. 
School-based services provide vital 
education and developmental tools for 
children with autism, but what hap-
pens when the schooldays are over? 
Once a child with autism reaches the 
age of 18, many families face a services 
cliff. They are no longer able to access 
the care they need. 

As we work to reform health care in 
this 115th Congress, we must ensure 
that individuals have access to the af-
fordable treatment they need and im-
prove the outcomes for youth who are 
transitioning out of the school system 
as well. Go to autismspeaks.org, and 
let’s deal with and work for quality of 
life improvements for these folks. I 
urge my House and Senate colleagues 
to do the same. 

f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, the 
good news is this will probably be 
about 15—maybe 20—minutes, but it is 
a subject that is very, very important 
to all of us. 

Actually, I am going to start on a 
slightly different subject, and that is 
what is wrong with this picture. A mas-
ter sergeant at one of the air bases in 
the United States who has served for 
some almost 30 years, married the last 
18 years to a young woman with three 
children. She attempted to return from 
deployment in the United Kingdom, 
had her passport removed, and she was 
deported to Mexico. Her children are in 
the United States. She served for 18 
years alongside her husband as he built 
and maintained America’s fleet of spy 
planes. 

What is wrong with this picture, 
America, that a wife of a servicemem-
ber who served for 18 years alongside 
her husband, a master sergeant, cannot 
come back into the United States be-
cause of an error that was made years 
and years ago? 

We are going to follow this up. When 
our generals talk about taking care of 
their troops, may I suggest they also 
take care of their spouses. We have got 
work to do here. 

But the subject matter for tonight is 
a little different, although that issue is 
much on my mind. Some of you may 
have seen this on the news a month and 
a half ago. That is the Oroville Dam 
spillway. A maintenance problem not 
paid attention to over the years re-
sulted in a massive failure of the spill-
way and put 188,000 of my constituents 
and Mr. LAMALFA’s constituents at 
risk. 

This is the Interstate 5 bridge in 
Washington State connecting the 
United States to Canada. It collapsed. 
We could put up pictures of other 
bridges in Minnesota, et cetera. What 
we are talking about tonight is infra-
structure, not just about infrastruc-
ture. The President wants a trillion- 
dollar infrastructure program, and we 
await his proposal. It would be good. 
We would put millions of Americans to 
work if we were to have that infra-
structure program. 

But there is more to it than just in-
frastructure. In the last 5-year trans-
portation bill, I was successful in work-
ing with other Members here to insert 
into that bill that at least 70 percent of 
the value in our transit systems be 
American made. So tonight’s subject 
matter is really about the failing infra-
structure, but it is also about making 
it in America. 

This is a subject matter that, for 7 
years, I have talked about on the floor 
here: Make It In America. Our Presi-
dent wants to talk about this and, in 
fact, recently issued an executive order 
that says we ought to make it in Amer-
ica. He instructed his administration, 
as few as they are, to make sure that, 
in every effort, the Buy American pro-
visions be honored. That has not been 
the case in the past. What we need to 
do is make certain that we make it in 
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America, that we spend the American 
taxpayer money on American-made 
products. 

Let me give you an example of what 
it means when you actually do that—or 
maybe an example of what it means 
when you don’t do that. 

Now, Californians take great pride in 
their State. We have the Golden Gate 
Bridge. We have Yosemite. We have the 
great industries of southern Cali-
fornia—the entertainment, the movie 
industries and the rest—and we have 
San Francisco. We also have major pol-
icy problems. Make It In America: I 
want to give you two different exam-
ples. 

The San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge, now completed. It is a beautiful 
bridge, and it replaces an old bridge 
that was built in the 1930s that was se-
riously deficient. However, it was made 
with a large, large input of Chinese 
steel. It actually came in $3.9 billion 
over budget, but we did provide some 
3,000 jobs in China, and we allowed the 
Chinese steel industry to build a new 
steel mill to be able to produce the 
very high-quality steel that was sup-
posed to be in the bridge. However, the 
steel that they shipped wasn’t exactly 
high quality, the welds weren’t exactly 
good, and we wound up seriously over 
budget for that as well as other rea-
sons. 

So maybe Californians don’t always 
have the position of taking pride in all 
that is done. This I take no pride in. 
This was a serious mistake by the 
State government, a serious mistake 
by the agency that ran and put this 
bridge into process. What would it 
mean if, for example, instead of trying 
to save 10 percent on the cost of steel, 
our Californian colleagues would have 
actually said, well, maybe those jobs 
should be in America and that new 
steel mill should be in America? Could 
have, should have, but it didn’t happen. 

Now, on the other side of the con-
tinent we have New York. Now, we 
Californians don’t much like to talk 
about New York but, hey, here is some-
thing to talk about. Here is something 
that really worked out well. 

It seems as though New York wanted 
a new bridge over the Hudson River, 
the new Tappan Zee Bridge in New 
York, and they made a decision: it was 
going to be built with American steel. 
Wow, what a noble thought. And all of 
that from New York, as opposed to 
California that said: Oh, let’s go with 
China. 

So what happened? The steel arrived. 
The steel was quality. The bridge was 
built, $3.9 billion, on budget, on time, 
and there was some 7,700-plus Amer-
ican jobs. It makes a difference when 
you make it in America and when your 
tax dollars—State, local, and Federal— 
are spent on American-made equip-
ment and supplies: American steel, 
American jobs, an American bridge. 

The Oakland Bay Bridge, San Fran-
cisco-Oakland Bay Bridge: Chinese 
steel, Chinese jobs, over budget, bad 
quality, and the story is not a good 
one. 

So the issue of the day is: Buy Amer-
ican. Yes, indeed, we should and we 
could. Let me give you an example of 
what happens. 

My Republican colleagues like to 
take on the bailout. They like to talk 
about how bad the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act was. It wasn’t 
bad. It was actually very good. It could 
have been better if there had been more 
infrastructure and more Buy Amer-
ican, but there is one provision in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act that really made a difference. 

b 1945 
It was for the Amtrak systems. Basi-

cally, the systems here on the East 
Coast, the electrification. New loco-
motives for the East Coast corridor. 
Wow. Some $700 million. I think it was 
80, maybe 90 new locomotives to be 
built. 

American companies looked at this 
and said: We don’t build locomotives 
anymore. We certainly don’t build die-
sel electric or all electric locomotives, 
so we will let this one go. 

Well, there is that German company 
called Siemens. 

They said: $700 million, 80 or so loco-
motives. 

We have a manufacturing plant out 
in Sacramento, California. We make 
light rail cars out there and transit 
cars. 

You say: 100 percent American made? 
Everything from the electric motors to 
the brakes, to the wheels, to the paint, 
100 percent American made? 

The German company said: We can 
do that. We could make it in America. 

And they did. The last train has been 
produced. This is the first train. 

Don’t tell me we can’t make it in 
America. Don’t tell me that our Amer-
ican taxpayer dollars should be spent 
in China, Japan, or someplace else. No. 
Build it in America. Buy American. 
And we will put thousands—in fact, 
tens of thousands of people to work. 

I want to give you another example. 
The American maritime industry has 
been in a very steep decline for the last 
4 decades. Following World War II, we 
had over 1,500 American ships. A dec-
ade ago we had over 200 ships on the 
ocean. Our shipyards were making LNG 
tankers 20 years ago, and they were 
American flagged. There were Amer-
ican mariners on those ships. Today, 
we have less than 80 American flag-
ships, and we don’t make large com-
mercial ships in the United States, ex-
cept on rare occasions. 

The maritime industry is absolutely 
critical for national defense. 

How do you think our men, women, 
and equipment get to the troubled 
spots of the world? 

You don’t fly the M1 tank on an air-
plane. You put it on a ship. You put the 
trucks on a ship. You put the artillery 
on a ship. 

But where are the American ships? 
Oh, I know. We will call China and 

they will deliver our goods to the 
South China Sea. I doubt it. I don’t 
think so. 

If you are concerned about national 
security, you had better be thinking 
about the American maritime indus-
try. 

Are you thinking about it? Are you 
thinking what is really possible if we 
were to write 16 lines of law this year? 

It has to do with the export of two 
strategic national resources: oil and 
natural gas. 

Now operating in Texas is an LNG— 
liquefied natural gas—facility export-
ing American natural gas. They liquefy 
it, put it on a ship, and off it goes to 
somewhere in the world like China. 
That is okay. 

It will take 100 or more LNG tank 
ships to meet the full export potential 
of that one facility when it comes fully 
on line. There are five other LNG ex-
port facilities licensed in the United 
States, one which is being built near 
the Washington Capital, in Maryland. 

Perhaps 250—225 new liquefied nat-
ural gas tank ships are going to be 
needed in the next decade or so. 

Are any of them to be built in Amer-
ica? 

No, nada, none, unless we pass a 
piece of legislation that we call ener-
gizing American shipbuilding. There 
are 16 lines of law that say it is a stra-
tegic national security issue to be able 
to build commercial ships in the 
United States. The export of an equally 
strategic national asset—LNG and 
crude oil—should be on those ships. 

This is not new policy. When the 
North Slope of Alaska opened nearly 50 
years ago, it was American steel in the 
pipeline, it was American ships that 
were taking that crude oil out of 
Valdez, Alaska. Over the years, we 
kind of forgot about that and the law 
disappeared. Now it is not American 
ships and not American sailors. 

We can do this. The energizing Amer-
ican shipbuilding piece of legislation 
will be introduced this week. We have 
some 20 or more coauthors. We want to 
follow what our President says about: 
Buy American, build it in America. 

How many jobs are we talking about? 
Well over a couple hundred thousand 

in the shipyards. And if that bill passes 
as we have written it, that would re-
quire that the engines, the compres-
sors, the pumps, the anchors, and the 
electronic equipment be American 
made also. We are talking about a 
whole supply train throughout most 
every State and businesses that are as 
reflective as the American manufac-
turing sector used to be. 

There is enormous potential in public 
policy that actually puts in place laws 
that build upon the strength of Amer-
ica, strengthening our national secu-
rity, and at the same time strength-
ening a critical industry in America: 
the shipbuilding industry. 

And, of course, American ships will 
be American flagged with American 
mariners. 

This is a good thing for America. 
This is a very good thing for our na-
tional security. It is a very good thing 
for jobs. 
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For our taxpayers, what does it 

mean? 
Well, these are commercial ships, so 

no direct. However, if the American 
shipyards are able to reconstitute their 
ability to build large commercial ves-
sels, they will also be able to compete 
for the naval vessels and begin to give 
America naval construction competi-
tion in the shipyards. It is not a bad 
thing to have competition. That is one. 

Number two. For more than 3 dec-
ades we have had the School Lunch 
Program, which is also the School 
Breakfast Program, which is a critical 
program that provides nutritious meals 
to students in our schools who would 
not otherwise be fed. 

Now, there is one genius here that 
said: Well, hungry kids can learn. 

Really? 
I know a lot of my colleagues that 

can’t think if they are hungry. At least 
that is a good reason to assume what 
they are actually talking about in pol-
icy. But a hungry kid will not be able 
to learn. They are thinking about their 
stomach. They are thinking about that 
ache. We have had the school nutrition 
program for some time—lunches and 
breakfasts. 

The law says that the food should be 
produced in America, but the practice 
is different. The practice is: We will 
buy wherever we can. 

Now, I will give you an example. A 
school district in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, whose name actually happens to 
be similar to the city, decided that 
they should purchase Chinese peaches 
in big cans. Yet, within 10 miles of that 
school there were three packing plants 
that produced California-grown peach-
es. 

It turns out that the Chinese peaches 
have some label on it that says or-
ganic. Right. Now, there is a label you 
can believe. It turns out that they are 
really not too organic at all. 

So in terms of quality, in terms of 
food that is produced domestically and 
locally, the Buy American provisions 
that have been in the law for the 
School Lunch Program and School 
Breakfast Program need to be observed 
by school districts across this Nation. 

So we have introduced another bill 
called American Food for American 
Schools. It doesn’t change the basic re-
quirement that the food be American- 
produced food by our farmers and by 
our packing houses and by the facili-
ties that take that food and bring that 
nutritious meal to the schools. No. It 
simply says that school districts can 
no longer ignore the law. That they are 
going to be required to follow the law, 
to report and to seek a waiver if the 
cost of domestically-grown peaches, 
peaches grown within 10 miles of the 
Sacramento school district, are too ex-
pensive compared to peaches that are 
imported from California or some other 
part of the world. They could seek a 
waiver. They could prove that those 
peaches are nutritious and that they 
are not somehow contaminated. 

We have done the studies, and there 
is some question about whether there 

is or is not contamination. But I know 
that in California, we have the strict-
est laws concerning the quality of the 
food, both on the tree and in the can. 

I want our students to have the best. 
If the cost is way out of line, a waiver 
can be sought and granted. But no 
more willy-nilly not paying attention 
to the law, which says: American food 
for American schools. And now there 
will be somebody watching to make 
sure that that law is followed. 

I would also add that a similar bill is 
now being pushed through the Cali-
fornia legislature. 

So, once again, it comes back to this 
issue: Do you want to grow the Amer-
ican economy? Do you want to use our 
taxpayer money to support American 
jobs and American manufacturing? Or 
are you willing to just not worry about 
it and let the jobs go wherever they 
may? 

I am still trying to find who it was; 
maybe one of my colleagues here in the 
House of Representatives or a Senator, 
but quite probably some staff person 
that when they wrote the American 
Recovery Act, they said: Great, we 
need new electric locomotives on the 
Eastern corridor. And they said: 100 
percent American made. Hundreds of 
jobs in Sacramento building these. And 
the electric engines, the brakes, the 
steel, all the rest of it, all gathered 
from America, 100 percent American 
made. 

So don’t let anybody tell you it can’t 
be done. If we write the law, it will be 
done. Those LNG ships, those oil tank-
ers that will take our crude oil and 
ship it around the world, those can be 
built in America, in the American ship-
yards with American welders and 
plumbers and boilermakers and naval 
architects and American businesses 
providing the jobs here in the United 
States. It is possible. 

But, colleagues, it takes a law. That 
is our business: to pass laws that sup-
port the American jobs, that support 
American businesses, just like the 
American Recovery Act. Sixteen lines 
of law. The export of crude oil, the ex-
port of LNG, starting with 5 percent in 
the first year, and then building up to 
25 percent over the next 7 years. Amer-
ican ships will be built, American sail-
ors will be on it, and American jobs 
will be here in the United States. We 
can do it if we want to. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and the balance 
of the week on account of a family 
medical issue. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today and the balance 
of the week on account of a family ill-
ness. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, April 26, 2017, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES 

The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

‘‘I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God.’’ 

has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 115th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

RON ESTES, Fourth District of Kan-
sas. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1126. A letter from the Acting Deputy Sec-
retary, Department of Agriculture, transmit-
ting a report of violations of the Anti-Defi-
ciency Act by the Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Working Capital Fund, Na-
tional Finance Center managed by the Office 
of the Chief Financial Officer, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 1351; Public Law 97-258; (96 Stat. 926); 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

1127. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Vice Admiral Philip 
H. Cullom, United States Navy, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of vice admiral on 
the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

1128. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s 2016 An-
nual Report, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 1752a(d); 
June 26, 1934, ch. 750, title I, Sec. 102(d) (as 
amended by Public Law 95-630, Sec. 501); (92 
Stat. 3680); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

1129. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and Human 
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Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act; Market Stabilization 
[CMS-9929-F] (RIN: 0938-AT14) received April 
18, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1130. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a determination that a significant 
potential for a public health emergency ex-
ists that has a significant potential to affect 
national security or the health and security 
of United States citizens living abroad and 
that involves nerve agents or certain insecti-
cides (organophosphorus and/or carbamate); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1131. A letter from the Executive Sec-
retary, Department of State, transmitting 
the Department’s report covering the period 
from December 8, 2016 to February 6, 2017 on 
the Authorization for Use of Military Force 
Against Iraq Resolution, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1541 note; Public Law 107-243, Sec. 
4(a); (116 Stat. 1501) and 50 U.S.C. 1541 note; 
Public Law 102-1, Sec. 3 (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 106-113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat. 
1501A-422); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

1132. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Central African 
Republic that was declared in Executive 
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); 
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public 
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1133. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Yemen that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13611 of May 16, 
2012, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

1134. A letter from the Executive Sec-
retary, Department of State, transmitting 
the 34th Annual Report to Congress on the 
Multinational Force and Observers Pursuant 
to Sec. 6 of Public Law 97-132, for the Period 
Ending January 15, 2017; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

1135. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
American Battle Monuments Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s FY 2016 No 
FEAR Act report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 
note; Public Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended 
by Public Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 
3242); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1136. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting two notifi-
cations of a change in previously submitted 
reported information, discontinuation of 
service in acting role, and designation of act-
ing officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Pub-
lic Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

1137. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion on an action on nomination, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); 
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

1138. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s FY 2016 No FEAR Act report, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 
107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109- 
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

1139. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
sixteen (16) notifications of a federal va-
cancy, designation of acting officer, nomina-
tion, action on nomination, or discontinu-
ation of service in acting role, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

1140. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec-
retary for Operations, NOAA, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
Chesapeake Bay Office Biennial Report to 
Congress for Fiscal Years 2015-2016, pursuant 
to 15 U.S.C. 1511d(b)(7); Public Law 102-567, 
Sec. 307(b)(7) (as amended by Public Law 107- 
372, Sec. 401(a)); (116 Stat. 3098); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

1141. A letter from the Acting Solicitor 
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting notification that the department has 
taken the position of amicus curiae in PHH 
Corp. v. CFPB, No.: 15-1177 (D.C. Cir.) (filed 
March 17, 2017), pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
530D(a)(1); Public Law 107-273, Sec. 202(a); 
(116 Stat. 1771); to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

1142. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel for the Division of Regu-
latory Services, Department of Education, 
transmitting the Department’s final regula-
tions — Adjustment of Civil Monetary Pen-
alties for Inflation [Docket ID: ED-2016-OGC- 
0051] (RIN: 1801-AA16) received April 17, 2017, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

1143. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final regulations — Adjustment of 
Civil Monetary Penalties for Inflation 
[Docket ID: ED-2016-OGC-0051] (RIN: 1801- 
AA16) received April 17, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

1144. A letter from the Executive Sec-
retary, Department of State, transmitting a 
report entitled ‘‘Report on Denials of Visas 
to Confiscators of American Property’’, pur-
suant to Sec. 2225(c) of the Foreign Affairs 
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998, as 
contained in the Omnibus Consolidated and 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act 1999, Public Law 105-277, 8 U.S.C. 1182d; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

1145. A letter from the Deputy CFO, 
NESDIS, Department of Commerce, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Schedule of Fees for Access to NOAA Envi-
ronmental Data, Information, and Related 
Products and Services [Docket No.: 161107999- 
6999-01] (RIN: 0648-BG39) received April 18, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

1146. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s report on Foreign Exchange Poli-
cies of Major Trading Partners of the United 
States for April 14, 2017, pursuant to 22 
U.S.C. 5305; 19 U.S.C. 4421; jointly to the 
Committees on Ways and Means and Finan-
cial Services. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. H.R. 876. A bill to amend the Home-

land Security Act of 2002 to reform programs 
of the Transportation Security Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; with amend-
ments (Rept. 115–94). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 275. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1695) 
to amend title 17, United States Code, to pro-
vide additional responsibilities for the Reg-
ister of Copyrights, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 115–95). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. KNIGHT: 
H.R. 2116. A bill to amend the Reclamation 

Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to participate in a series of water 
reclamation projects to provide a new water 
supply to communities previously impacted 
by perchlorate contamination plumes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr. 
PASCRELL): 

H.R. 2117. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
permit multiemployer plans in critical sta-
tus to modify plan rules relating to with-
drawal liability, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. 

By Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
(for himself and Mr. PETERS): 

H.R. 2118. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to require the 
registration of establishments that service 
devices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. TED LIEU of California (for 
himself, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. AGUILAR, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Ms. JUDY CHU of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK of 
Massachusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Mr. COHEN, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. DELBENE, 
Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. 
ENGEL, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. ESTY of 
Connecticut, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. AL 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
HASTINGS, Mr. HIMES, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. KEATING, Mr. 
KILDEE, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. LARSEN of 
Washington, Ms. LEE, Mrs. LOWEY, 
Mr. LYNCH, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. SEAN PATRICK 
MALONEY of New York, Ms. MATSUI, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Ms. NORTON, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. PETERS, 
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. RUSH, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
SERRANO, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. SWALWELL of 
California, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. TSONGAS, 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. 
WELCH, Ms. BROWNLEY of California, 
Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms. ESHOO, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr. SCHRADER): 

H.R. 2119. A bill to prohibit, as an unfair or 
deceptive act or practice, commercial sexual 
orientation conversion therapy, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. PERRY: 
H.R. 2120. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Transportation to take actions to address 
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issues affecting motorcoach and school bus 
operators, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. ROTHFUS (for himself, Mr. 
FOSTER, and Mr. HULTGREN): 

H.R. 2121. A bill to require the appropriate 
Federal banking agencies to revise regula-
tions to specify that certain funds shall not 
be taken into account when calculating any 
supplementary leverage ratio for custodial 
banks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself and Mr. 
DELANEY): 

H.R. 2122. A bill to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
of a hydroelectric project involving Jennings 
Randolph Dam; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
(for himself, Ms. BROWNLEY of Cali-
fornia, Mr. LOBIONDO, and Mr. 
ESPAILLAT): 

H.R. 2123. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the ability of health 
care professionals to treat veterans through 
the use of telemedicine, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself and 
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI): 

H.R. 2124. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to modify a regulation re-
garding denied boarding on an aircraft, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. BRAT: 
H.R. 2125. A bill to amend the Congres-

sional Budget Act of 1974 to provide that any 
estimate prepared by the Congressional 
Budget Office or the Joint Committee on 
Taxation shall include costs relating to serv-
icing the public debt, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Rules, and in addition 
to the Committee on the Budget, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 2126. A bill to strengthen welfare re-

search and evaluation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and in addition to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BUDD: 
H.R. 2127. A bill to amend the Labor-Man-

agement Reporting and Disclosure Act of 
1959 to require employee consent before labor 
organization dues of such employee are used 
for any purpose not directly related to the 
labor organization’s collective bargaining or 
contract administration functions; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: 
H.R. 2128. A bill to amend the Securities 

Exchange Act of 1934 to permit private per-
sons to compel the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to seek legal or equitable rem-
edies in a civil action, instead of an adminis-
trative proceeding, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. DEUTCH: 
H.R. 2129. A bill to establish the Climate 

Change Advisory Commission to develop rec-
ommendations, frameworks, and guidelines 
for projects to respond to the impacts of cli-
mate change, to issue Federal obligations, 
the proceeds of which shall be used to fund 
projects that aid in adaptation to climate 
change, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Transportation 

and Infrastructure, and Ways and Means, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HARPER: 
H.R. 2130. A bill to award a Congressional 

Gold Medal to Myrlie Evers-Williams, in rec-
ognition of the great contributions and ulti-
mate sacrifice she and her husband, the as-
sassinated civil rights leader Medgar Wiley 
Evers, made in the fight for racial equality 
in the United States; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana (for him-
self and Mr. MCCAUL): 

H.R. 2131. A bill to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Chief 
Human Capital Officer of the Department of 
Homeland Security to improve consistency 
regarding discipline and adverse actions in 
the Department’s workforce, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. 

By Mr. KATKO (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAUL, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN): 

H.R. 2132. A bill to require the implementa-
tion of a redress process and review of the 
Transportation Security Administration’s 
intelligence-based screening rules for avia-
tion security, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 2133. A bill to provide regulatory re-

lief to community financial institutions, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER (for himself 
and Mr. SESSIONS): 

H.R. 2134. A bill to amend the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 to permit Governors of 
States to regulate intrastate endangered spe-
cies and intrastate threatened species, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York (for herself, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
TSONGAS, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. 
DELAURO, Ms. MOORE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 2135. A bill to designate certain Na-
tional Forest System lands and certain pub-
lic lands under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior in the States of Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming 
as wilderness, wild and scenic rivers, 
wildland recovery areas, and biological con-
necting corridors, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York: 

H.R. 2136. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exception 
from certain reporting requirements with re-
spect to the foreign accounts of individuals 
who live abroad; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. MAST: 
H.R. 2137. A bill to direct the President to 

treat a harmful algal bloom caused by cer-
tain activities of the Federal Government as 
an emergency for purposes of the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. MCCAUL: 
H.R. 2138. A bill to provide that members 

of the Armed Forces performing services in 
the Sinai Peninsula of Egypt shall be enti-
tled to tax benefits in the same manner as if 
such services were performed in a combat 
zone; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. MOORE: 
H.R. 2139. A bill to amend the FAA Mod-

ernization and Reform Act of 2012 and title 

49, United States Code, with respect to dis-
advantaged business enterprises, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER: 
H.R. 2140. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to increase the credit for 
employers establishing workplace child care 
facilities, to increase the child care credit to 
encourage greater use of quality child care 
services, to provide incentives for students 
to earn child care-related degrees and to 
work in child care facilities, and to increase 
the exclusion for employer-provided depend-
ent care assistance; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself and 
Mr. ISSA): 

H.R. 2141. A bill to provide incentives to 
physicians to practice in rural and medically 
underserved communities and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. TSONGAS (for herself and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 2142. A bill to improve the ability of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection to 
interdict fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, 
and other narcotics and psychoactive sub-
stances that are illegally imported into the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. VARGAS: 
H.R. 2143. A bill to impose a net worth tax 

of 14.25 percent on all individuals and trusts 
with a net worth of $10,000,000 or more; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
(for herself and Ms. KUSTER of New 
Hampshire): 

H.R. 2144. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for 
the appropriate, risk-based classification of 
device accessories based on their intended 
uses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-
fornia: 

H.R. 2145. A bill to prohibit licenses or 
other authorization for United States per-
sons to engage in activities relating to deep-
water, Arctic offshore, or shale projects that 
have the potential to produce oil in the Rus-
sian Federation, or in maritime area claimed 
by the Russian Federation, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself, 
Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. ENGEL, 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, and 
Mr. SCHNEIDER): 

H. Res. 274. A resolution condemning the 
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of its Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Covenants 
on Human Rights; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania (for himself, Mr. BILIRAKIS, 
Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. 
COHEN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. CROWLEY, 
Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. KIL-
MER, Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mrs. 
LOWEY, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. 
ROSEN, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SIRES, Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 
LEVIN, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER): 

H. Res. 276. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House that more should be done 
to instill Holocaust education in school cur-
ricula around the country; to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
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for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, Ms. LEE, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. PAYNE, 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, Mr. VARGAS, and 
Mr. WALZ): 

H. Res. 277. A resolution expressing support 
for designation of April 2017 as National 
Stress Awareness Month; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. SWALWELL of California (for 
himself, Mr. PEARCE, and Mr. 
CRAWFORD): 

H. Res. 278. A resolution amending the 
Rules of the House of Representatives to per-
mit absent Members to participate in com-
mittee hearings using video conferencing 
and related technologies and to establish a 
remote voting system under which absent 
Members may cast votes in the House on mo-
tions to suspend the rules; to the Committee 
on Rules. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. KNIGHT: 
H.R. 2116. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (Necessary 

and Proper Clause) 
By Mr. SESSIONS: 

H.R. 2117. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8, clause 3 of the United 

States Constitution (relating to Congress’ 
power to regulate commerce . . . among the 
several states . . .). The United States Con-
gress initially enacted ERISA under the 
Commerce Clause in order to stabilize em-
ployee pension plans that employees carry 
with them across state lines. This bill modi-
fies ERISA and is thus a regulation of com-
merce—specifically pension plans—among 
more than one state. 

By Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 2118. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. TED LIEU of California: 

H.R. 2119. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the 

Constitution, Congress has the power to col-
lect taxes and expend funds to provide for 
the general welfare of the United States. 
Congress may also make laws that are nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execution 
their powers enumerated under Article I. 

By Mr. PERRY: 
H.R. 2120. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Mr. ROTHFUS: 
H.R. 2121. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution, ‘‘[t]o regulate Commerce with 

foreign Nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian Tribes . . .’’ 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: 
H.R. 2122. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
According to Article I, Section 8 of the 

Constitution: The Congress shall have power 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defense and general welfare of the 
United States but all duties, imposts, and ex-
cises shall be uniform throughout. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 2123. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 12, 13, 14, and 

18 
The Congress shall have Power to raise and 

support armies; to provide and maintain a 
navy; to make rules for the government and 
regulation of the land and naval forces; and 
to make all laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the 
foregoing powers. 

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY: 
H.R. 2124. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. BRAT: 
H.R. 2125. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has explicit and implicit powers 

to spend, to raise revenue, and to borrow 
throughout Article I, Section 8 of the Con-
stitution. Coherent management of fiscal 
powers requires a complete assessment of the 
effects of proposed legislation, so it is both 
necessary and proper for the estimating 
agencies to inform Congress of total fiscal 
impacts. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 2126. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8. 

By Mr. BUDD: 
H.R. 2127. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
United States Constitution Article 1, Sec-

tion 8. 
By Mr. DAVIDSON: 

H.R. 2128. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18, ‘‘The Con-

gress shall have Power To . . . make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.’’ 

By Mr. DEUTCH: 
H.R. 2129. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S. 

Constitution. 
By Mr. HARPER: 

H.R. 2130. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 6 

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana: 
H.R. 2131. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
US Const. art I, sec 8, cl 18 

By Mr. KATKO: 
H.R. 2132. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18—To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 

carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 2133. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority on which this 

bill rests is the explicit power of Congress to 
regulate in commerce in and among the 
states, as enumerate in Article 1, Section 8, 
Clause 3, the Commerce Clause, of the United 
States Constitution. 

Additionally, Article 1, Section 7, Clause 2 
of the Constitution allows for every bill 
passed by the House of Representatives and 
the Senate and signed by the President to be 
codified into law; and therefore implicitly al-
lows Congress to repeal any bill that has 
been passed by both chambers and signed 
into law by the President. 

By Mr. LUETKEMEYER: 
H.R. 2134. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8, Clause 18: The Congress shall have Power 
to make all Laws which shall be necessary 
and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United. States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York: 

H.R. 2135. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York: 

H.R. 2136. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate 

commerce with foreign Nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes; 

By Mr. MAST: 
H.R. 2137. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. MCCAUL: 

H.R. 2138. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
By Ms. MOORE: 

H.R. 2139. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER: 

H.R. 2140. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution and Amendment 
XVI of the United States Constitution. 

By Mr. SCHNEIDER: 
H.R. 2141. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. TSONGAS: 
H.R. 2142. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution 

By Mr. VARGAS: 
H.R. 2143. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the constitutional authority 

to enact this legislation pursuant Article 1, 
Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S. Constitution, 
which states: ‘‘The Congress shall have the 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, im-
posts and excises, to pay the debts and pro-
vide for the common defense and general 
welfare of the United States; but all duties, 
imposts and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States.’’ 

By Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California: 
H.R. 2144. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3, which per-

mits Congress to regulate commerce. 
By Ms. MAXINE WATERS of Cali-

fornia: 
H.R. 2145. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII 
‘‘The Congress shall have power . . . to 

make all laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying the execution of the fore-
going powers, and all powers vested by this 
Constitution in the government of the 
United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.’’ 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 19: Mr. RUSH, Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of 
New Mexico, Ms. ROSEN, and Ms. BROWNLEY 
of California. 

H.R. 20: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 36: Mr. WALKER and Mr. BLUM. 
H.R. 37: Mr. WALKER. 
H.R. 48: Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. JOHNSON 

of Georgia, Mr. HASTINGS, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 
BASS, and Mr. MEEKS. 

H.R. 51: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 52: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 60: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. 

CLYBURN, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. RUSH, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS, Mr. MOULTON, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. LOBIONDO. 

H.R. 91: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 95: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 112: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 113: Mr. YARMUTH, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 

FITZPATRICK, Ms. MOORE, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 
KEATING, and Mr. COURTNEY. 

H.R. 115: Mr. KATKO, Mr. DUNCAN of Ten-
nessee, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. 
AMODEI, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER, and Mr. MCCAUL. 

H.R. 116: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 140: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 169: Mr. CARBAJAL and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 173: Mrs. WALORSKI, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. 

BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. KAP-
TUR, and Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. 

H.R. 203: Ms. DELBENE, Ms. CLARK of Mas-
sachusetts, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. LEE, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New 
York, Mr. POCAN, Ms. MENG, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. TONKO, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
WALZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. TSON-
GAS, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
RYAN of Ohio, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. RUSH, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mr. PASCRELL, and Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ. 

H.R. 233: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN. 

H.R. 253: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 285: Mr. RATCLIFFE. 

H.R. 305: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of 
New Mexico, and Mr. BERA. 

H.R. 350: Mr. ARRINGTON. 
H.R. 352: Mr. RATCLIFFE. 
H.R. 354: Mr. BARTON. 
H.R. 365: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. 
H.R. 469: Mr. BUDD, 
H.R. 485: Mr. RICHMOND. 
H.R. 488: Ms. PINGREE, Ms. JENKINS of Kan-

sas, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Ms. TENNEY, and Ms. CLARK of Massa-
chusetts. 

H.R. 490: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 502: Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 

ELLISON, Mr. CRIST, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. LARSEN of 
Washington, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. LANCE, Mr. 
CURBELO of Florida, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, 
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. JEFFRIES, 
Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. BROWN of Maryland, Ms. 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. YAR-
MUTH, and Mr. RICHMOND. 

H.R. 510: Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee and Mr. 
CARTER of Texas. 

H.R. 544: Mr. CICILLINE, 
H.R. 545: Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. COFFMAN, and 

Mr. GOODLATTE, 
H.R. 633: Mr. ROKITA. 
H.R. 635: Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 639: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H.R. 644: Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. 
H.R. 669: Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. JEFFRIES. 
H.R. 676: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-

sylvania, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Mr. COOPER, and Mr. 
THOMPSON of California. 

H.R. 686: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 695: Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. DUNCAN of 

Tennessee, and Ms. BROWNLEY of California. 
H.R. 747: Mr. TED LIEU of California, Mrs. 

BLACKBURN, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 
PERRY, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
MCKINLEY, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. 
PAYNE, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. HER-
RERA BEUTLER, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mrs. 
DAVIS of California, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. RASKIN, 
Mr. WALDEN, Mr. LAWSON of Florida, Ms. 
MOORE, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, 
Mr. PETERSON, Mr. BARR, Mr. COURTNEY, and 
Mr. CULBERSON. 

H.R. 750: Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. 
H.R. 753: Mr. BROWN of Maryland. 
H.R. 754: Mr. SUOZZI and Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 766: Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 770: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 772: Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. BUDD and 

Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 781: Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. HULTGREN, 

and Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. 
H.R. 785: Mr. YODER, Mr. FRANKS of Ari-

zona, Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Ms. JENKINS of 
Kansas, Mr. LAMBORN, and Mr. JODY B. HICE 
of Georgia. 

H.R. 788: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama and Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona. 

H.R. 807: Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
O’HALLERAN, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, 
Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. WELCH, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. TURNER, Mr. SCHRADER, 
and Mr. BERA. 

H.R. 812: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
MEEKS, and Mr. ELLISON. 

H.R. 816: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 820: Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-

bama, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, and Mr. BLUMENAUER. 

H.R. 822: Mr. HIGGINS of New York. 
H.R. 842: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 846: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

MCCAUL, Mr. BARTON, Mr. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. HARPER, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. DELANEY, Mr. ROSS, Mr. 

WELCH, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. CAR-
SON of Indiana, Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. PERL-
MUTTER, Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. 
KATKO, and Mr. MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 849: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, Mr. 
WALKER, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
YOHO, Mr. ADERHOLT, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 

H.R. 851: Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 901: Mr. RUSSELL. 
H.R. 907: Ms. ROSEN. 
H.R. 909: Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. CASTRO of 

Texas, Mr. PASCRELL, and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 948: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 949: Mr. COHEN, Mr. BARLETTA, and 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. 
H.R. 959: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 964: Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. PALLONE, and 

Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 997: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama and Mr. 

JODY B. HICE of Georgia. 
H.R. 1002: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1005: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. RYAN of 

Ohio, Mr. MOULTON, and Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 1006: Mr. CAPUANO. 
H.R. 1017: Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. EMMER, Mr. 

DUNCAN of Tennessee, and Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 1038: Mr. ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 1054: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 

SCHNEIDER, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 1057: Mr. COMER, Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH, 

Mr. HURD, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mrs. WALORSKI, 
and Mrs. NOEM. 

H.R. 1059: Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1060: Mr. WELCH. 
H.R. 1089: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1090: Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. POLIS, and 

Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 1098: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 1136: Mr. HILL, Mr. PALAZZO, and Mr. 

BARR. 
H.R. 1143: Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 
H.R. 1145: Ms. MOORE. 
H.R. 1146: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 1148: Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. 

EMMER, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. BERA, and Ms. MAT-
SUI. 

H.R. 1150: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 1154: Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
H.R. 1155: Mr. PETERSON. 
H.R. 1158: Mr. HILL and Mr. THOMPSON of 

California. 
H.R. 1160: Mr. MCKINLEY. 
H.R. 1163: Mr. PALAZZO and Mr. NOLAN. 
H.R. 1169: Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 1171: Mr. BARLETTA. 
H.R. 1180: Mrs. COMSTOCK, Mr. ROE of Ten-

nessee, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. 
SESSIONS, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. GUTHRIE, 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. FER-
GUSON, and Ms. FOXX. 

H.R. 1200: Mr. WOMACK. 
H.R. 1227: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. PERL-

MUTTER. 
H.R. 1232: Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. SHEA-POR-

TER, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. SIRES. 

H.R. 1243: Mr. TONKO, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. SARBANES, 
and Mr. QUIGLEY. 

H.R. 1267: Miss RICE of New York. 
H.R. 1276: Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Mr. 

KENNEDY, Mr. KHANNA, and Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 1284: Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. 
H.R. 1289: Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-

ico. 
H.R. 1290: Ms. TSONGAS. 
H.R. 1291: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1299: Mr. QUIGLEY and Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 1316: Mr. ALLEN and Mr. ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 1318: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. COURTNEY, and 

Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1322: Mr. VISCLOSKY. 
H.R. 1328: Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. 
H.R. 1329: Mr. CARSON of Indiana and Ms. 

KUSTER of New Hampshire. 
H.R. 1341: Mr. GOODLATTE. 
H.R. 1360: Mr. TIPTON and Mr. CULBERSON. 
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H.R. 1361: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. 

BARLETTA, and Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. 
H.R. 1363: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1377: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Ms. PIN-

GREE. 
H.R. 1378: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Mr. 

NOLAN. 
H.R. 1393: Mr. PITTENGER and Mr. FER-

GUSON. 
H.R. 1406: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Ms. 

SPEIER, Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. 
O’HALLERAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. YARMUTH, 
Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. MOORE, and Mr. KEATING. 

H.R. 1409: Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Ohio, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. PALAZZO, Mr. YOUNG of 
Iowa, and Mr. CRAMER. 

H.R. 1421: Mr. NOLAN, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. 
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mexico, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. DEUTCH, and Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY. 

H.R. 1428: Mr. O’ROURKE. 
H.R. 1429: Mr. VISCLOSKY. 
H.R. 1438: Mr. SARBANES, Mr. O’ROURKE, 

Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. NORCROSS, and Mr. 
CARBAJAL. 

H.R. 1472: Mr. O’ROURKE and Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 1474: Ms. ROSEN, Mr. DEUTCH, Miss 

RICE of New York, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. AL GREEN 
of Texas, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, and Mr. LEVIN. 

H.R. 1475: Mr. MEEKS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. 
LYNCH, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Ms. 
TSONGAS, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mex-
ico, Mr. CAPUANO, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. LANGEVIN, 
Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. COHEN, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. NADLER, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 
KEATING, and Mr. SWALWELL of California. 

H.R. 1478: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1480: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 1485: Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
H.R. 1494: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. BEN RAY 

LUJÁN of New Mexico, Mr. LANGEVIN, Ms. 
MOORE, Ms. PINGREE, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. 
FOSTER, Mr. ROYCE of California, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. SABLAN, Mr. 
JOYCE of Ohio, Mrs. DEMINGS, Mr. BUCK, Mr. 
GONZALEZ of Texas, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. HIGGINS of 
New York, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. POLIS, 
Mr. SERRANO, Mr. ROSKAM, Ms. MCSALLY, 
Mr. DEFAZIO, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. STIVERS, 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. KILMER, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr. 
DELANEY, Mr. DENT, Mr. TURNER, Ms. 
BROWNLEY of California, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. SIRES, Mr. 
KEATING, Mr. LOEBSACK, and Mr. HEN-
SARLING, 

H.R. 1551: Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 
H.R. 1553: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Ms. JACKSON 

LEE. 
H.R. 1555: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 1578: Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Mr. 

RICHMOND, and Mr. DELANEY. 
H.R. 1584: Mr. ELLISON, Ms. NORTON, and 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 1589: Mr. HASTINGS and Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 1625: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 1626: Mr. WELCH, Mr. FERGUSON, and 

Mrs. BUSTOS. 
H.R. 1629: Mr. LYNCH, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-

fornia, and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 1639: Mr. TURNER, Mr. TIPTON, Ms. 

ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. PRICE of North Caro-

lina, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. O’HALLERAN, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio, and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 

H.R. 1644: Mr. BARR, Mr. MCCAUL, and Mr. 
TED LIEU of California. 

H.R. 1650: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 1651: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, 

Mr. WELCH, and Mr. BARLETTA. 
H.R. 1659: Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 1661: Ms. DELBENE, Mr. JONES, and Mr. 

CICILLINE. 
H.R. 1673: Mr. BROWN of Maryland. 
H.R. 1676: Mr. CRAMER, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. 

BARLETTA, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. 
FARENTHOLD, Mr. HUFFMAN, and Ms. PIN-
GREE. 

H.R. 1677: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. DELANEY. 
H.R. 1697: Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. CAR-

TER of Georgia, Mr. SCHRADER, Mr. VELA, Ms. 
MCSALLY, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. FLORES. 

H.R. 1698: Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. KING 
of New York, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia, Mr. LANCE, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. FLORES, Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. ABRAHAM, 
Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. JEFFRIES, 
and Mr. VELA. 

H.R. 1711: Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. 
CARBAJAL, Mr. SIRES, and Mr. MEEKS. 

H.R. 1727: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 1730: Ms. DELBENE, Ms. KUSTER of New 

Hampshire, and Mr. PAYNE. 
H.R. 1736: Mr. BANKS of Indiana. 
H.R. 1737: Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. 
H.R. 1748: Mr. RASKIN, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-

gia, and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1753: Mr. BLUMENAUER. 
H.R. 1762: Mr. CICILLINE. 
H.R. 1776: Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Ms. 

BARRAGÁN, and Mr. ELLISON. 
H.R. 1777: Mr. MESSER, Mr. BLUM, Mr. AUS-

TIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. 
HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
Mr. KATKO, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia, and Mr. COLE. 

H.R. 1778: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 1783: Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 1784: Mr. COHEN, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 

GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 1789: Mr. BACON and Ms. TSONGAS. 
H.R. 1808: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. ROKITA. 
H.R. 1809: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1810: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. 

O’ROURKE. 
H.R. 1812: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. RUSH, Ms. 

SHEA-PORTER, and Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 1825: Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. PETERSON, 
Mr. KILMER, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. BARLETTA, Mr. 
LANCE, Mr. PASCRELL, and Mr. FORTENBERRY. 

H.R. 1836: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 1838: Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 1847: Mrs. NOEM, Mr. PAULSEN, and 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. 
H.R. 1881: Mr. BARLETTA and Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1885: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1886: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1892: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 1896: Mr. YODER. 
H.R. 1897: Mr. YODER. 
H.R. 1898: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1904: Mr. ROE of Tennessee, Mr. 

CICILLINE, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. STEWART, 
Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, and Mr. LAN-
GEVIN. 

H.R. 1905: Mr. RICHMOND. 
H.R. 1909: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 

JAYAPAL, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, and Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1926: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 1928: Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. TED LIEU of 

California, Mr. POLIS, Ms. CLARKE of New 

York, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, 
Mr. RUSH, Mr. JONES, Mr. PETERS, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. VISCLOSKY, and Mr. POE of 
Texas. 

H.R. 1940: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 1953: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 

RYAN of Ohio, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mr. MEEHAN, 
Mr. COSTA, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. ESHOO, Mrs. 
COMSTOCK, Mr. WALZ, Mr. SWALWELL of Cali-
fornia, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. 
SIRES, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, 
Mr. KILMER, Mrs. HARTZLER, and Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD. 

H.R. 1955: Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. PETERSON, and 
Mr. LUCAS. 

H.R. 1960: Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
KILMER, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Ms. 
ESHOO, Ms. DELAURO, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. MENG, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, 
Mr. TONKO, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. MOORE, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. WELCH, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. 
LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. POCAN, Mr. PAYNE, Ms. 
CASTOR of Florida, Mr. WALZ, Mrs. DAVIS of 
California, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Mr. 
KEATING, and Mr. POLIS. 

H.R. 1969: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 1997: Mr. ENGEL and Ms. KAPTUR. 
H.R. 2004: Mr. MESSER, Mr. BARR, and Mr. 

RICE of South Carolina. 
H.R. 2010: Mr. PALAZZO and Mr. HARPER. 
H.R. 2012: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. CASTOR of 

Florida, Mr. EVANS, Mr. KEATING, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. 
SOTO, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. DEFA-
ZIO, and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 

H.R. 2029: Ms. GRANGER, Mr. KILDEE, and 
Mr. CULBERSON. 

H.R. 2052: Mrs. WALORSKI, Mrs. LAWRENCE, 
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, and Mr. LIPINSKI. 

H.R. 2069: Mr. STIVERS. 
H.R. 2073: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Ms. 

BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 2105: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.J. Res. 29: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.J. Res. 31: Mr. PETERS, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. 

BERA, and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.J. Res. 33: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H.J. Res. 48: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.J. Res. 51: Mr. WALKER, Mr. GRAVES of 

Missouri, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 
Mr. ADERHOLT, and Mr. FERGUSON. 

H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. CHABOT, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
ROE of Tennessee, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, 
Mr. JONES, and Mr. COFFMAN. 

H. Con. Res. 10: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
EMMER, Mr. WALZ, Mrs. BEATTY, and Mrs. 
COMSTOCK. 

H. Con. Res. 41: Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. 
H. Con. Res. 44: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. PAYNE, 

and Mr. KILMER. 
H. Res. 15: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. 

JAYAPAL, Mr. SIRES, Mr. HECK, Mr. HIMES, 
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. BASS, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. BUSTOS, and Ms. EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON of Texas. 

H. Res. 30: Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. LOEBSACK, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALO-
NEY of New York, Mr. YODER, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, and Ms. BONAMICI. 

H. Res. 90: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia and Mr. 
RASKIN. 

H. Res. 128: Mr. KEATING. 
H. Res. 129: Mr. BACON, Mr. POLIS, Mr. 

BARR, Mr. LOBIONDO, and Mr. FLORES. 
H. Res. 187: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H. Res. 195: Mr. COFFMAN. 
H. Res. 220: Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, 

Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and 
Mr. GALLEGO. 

H. Res. 237: Mr. RASKIN. 
H. Res. 239: Mr. PAYNE, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. 

WILSON of Florida, and Mr. EVANS. 
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H. Res. 244: Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. MCNER-

NEY, and Mr. POLIS. 
H. Res. 245: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 
H. Res. 246: Mr. POLIS. 
H. Res. 250: Mr. RASKIN. 
H. Res. 256: Mrs. WALORSKI, Mr. BERA, Mr. 

TED LIEU of California, and Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER. 

H. Res. 261: Mrs. HARTZLER. 
H. Res. 269: Mrs. COMSTOCK. 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative DEUTCH, or a designee, to H.R. 
1695, the Register of Copyrights Selection 
and Accountability Act of 2017, does not con-
tain any congressional earmarks, limited tax 
benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined 
in clause 9 of rule XXI. 
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